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Art. I. Historical Sketch of the United Brethren or Moravians. 
(Continued from Vol. XIV, page 541.) 


Soon after the accession of Maximilian II. to the imperial throne of 
Germany, the edicts against the Brethren, issued by his predecessor, 
were rescinded, and in 1564 their churches were restored to them, and 
re-opened for public worship, having been closed for nearly twenty 
years. Many members of their church, who, during the persecution 
had expatriated themselves, returned to their native country. 

But they had scarcely begun to taste the sweets of religious liberty, 
when their enemies concerted fresh measures for depriving them of it. 
For this purpose, the imperial Chancellor of Bohemia, Joachim Von 
Neauhaus, went in 1565 to Vienna, and by his incessant importunity 
induced the Emperor to sign a new edict against the Brethren. Its 
execution was, however, providentially frustrated ; for, as the chancel- 
lor was passing the bridge over the Danube, it broke under him, preci- 
pitating his carriage into the river, in which he, and most of his retinue, 
found a watery grave. A young nobleman, swimming across on horse- 
back, on observing the chancellor rise, seized hold of his gold chain, 
and kept him above water, till some fishermen hastened to the spot, and 
took the lifeless body into their boat. But the box which contained the 
death-warrant of many thousand innocent persons, was carried away 
by the stream, and never found. ‘The Emperor, who had issued 
the edict with great reluctance, was by no means disposed to renew it, 
but, on the contrary, formed a favorable opinion of the Brethren’s 
church : and the impression made on the mind of the young nobleman 
was such, that he became a member of their community, and in far ad- 
vanced age spoke of this occurrence with admiration and gratitude. 

This season of repose was employed by the Brethren for the advance- 
ment of vital religion. In the first instance, the time and attention of 
the Synods which met, were occupied in reviewing their ecclesiastical 
constitution, and in making such regulations as appeared calculated to 
remove various irregularities which had crept into their church during 
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the late persecution. Another important subject of deliberation respect- 
ed a new translation of the Bible into the Bohemian language, from the 
originals, the version hitherto in use having been made chiefly from the 
Latin Vulgate. To render this work as perfect as possible, they sent 
some of the students of divinity to the Universities of Wittemberg and 
Basle, to acquire a more extensive knowledge of Hebrew and Greek. 
They were accompanied by Lucas Helitz, a baptized Jew, from Posen, 
and minister of the gospel. Having completed their studies, they as- 
sembled at the castle of Kraliz, in Moravia, and commenced their la- 
bors, being joined by several of the Brethren’s ministers; three bish- 
ops, Johannes /neas, Johannes Epraim, and Paul Jensenius, superin- 
tended the work. In order to facilitate the business, Baron Scherotin 
established, at his own expense, a printing-office, at his castle of Kraliz. 
The translators spent fourteen years in completing their work. The 
high value of this translation is sufficiently evident from the many edi- 
tions through which it has passed. 

Till the death of Maximilian II. the brethren enjoyed rest and 
peace. His successor, Rudolph II., who ascended the imperial throne 
in 1576, was likewise well disposed towards them. Their adversaries, 
however, and especially the Jesuits, used every means to incense the 
Emperor against them; and at length, in 1602, they so far succeeded, 
that he consented to the revival of an old edict, by which their churches 
were shut up. It is related that the Emperor, on receiving immediate- 
ly after the news that the town of Stuhlweissenberg had been taken 
by the Turks, made the following declaration :—“ 1 have been expect- 
‘ing intelligence like this, because | have arrogated to myself power over 
the consciences of men, which is the sole prerogative of God.” With 
this impression on his mind, he was easily persuaded by the represen- 
tations of the friends of the brethren to annul the edict, 

After the death of the Emperor Rudolph II., which happened in 
1612, the Popish clergy adopted the most violent measures to enforce 
the resolutions of the council of Trent, for suppressing Protestantism ; 
and it was determined to begin this work, misnamed Reformation, in 
Bohemia and Moravia. By repeated acts of oppression, the popish 
party tried to excite the Protestants to deeds of open violence. Hav- 
ing in vain appealed to the Imperial Letters Patent, they were at length 
driven to impatience, flew to arms, renounced allegiance to their new 
king, and chose Frederick, elector of the Palatinate, for their Sove- 
reign. ‘This was the very thing their enemies desired, as it furnished 
them with a pretext for declaring war against the Bohemians as rebels. 

It is probable that the brethren had the least share in these acts of 
open violence ; yet they were involved in all the distress which ensued, 
and which terminated in the almost total destruction of the Protestants, 
who had been defeated by the imperial troops, in a battle fought in 
1620, on the Weissenberg, a hill near Prague. Great numbers were 
made prisoners, and many took refuge in the adjacent States. Some 
of the latter were induced by the promise of pardon and complete obli- 
vion of all that passed to return ; but were soon dreadfully undeceived. 
They were cast into prison, and not a few died by the hand of the ex- 
ecutioner. 

The persecution was first levelled against the Anabaptists, who had 
above forty congregations in Moravia, consisting of many thousand 
souls. They were either forcibly expelled the country, or obliged after 
the spoliation of their property, to emigrate. A similar fate afterwards 





















i.) 








Historical Sketch of the United Brethren or Moravians. 51 


befel the brethren. Besides those who dwelt in other parts of the 
country, the Vice Margrave of Moravia, baron Charles Scherotin, had 
twenty-four of their ministers residing on his own estates. This noble- 
man, who was one of their principal patrons, submitted an humble but 
energetic remonstrance to the imperial court, representing the injustice 
of extending the edict of banishment to him and his tenantry ; because 
they had taken no share in hostilities, nor broken their allegiance to the 
Emperor. But all his exertions were fruitless, and he was at length 
compelled to leave the country, together with those bishops and minis- 
ters of the Brethren’s church, to whom he had afforded an asylum. 

These atrocities the Popish party endeavored to palliate by repre- 
senting them as the execution of the laws against persons accused of 
rebellion for having taken part in the war. It, however, soon became 
manifest, that this was a mere pretence, and that the real object was 
nothing less than the entire extirpation of all, who did not adhere to 
the church of Rome not only in renal ed but also in Moravia, though 
none of the Protestants in this country had joined in the war. To ef- 
fect their purpose, they first vented their rage against the teachers of 
religion whom they imprisoned or expelled. Their next endeavor was 
to get rid of the noble patrons of the Protestants. 

The first of these who were led to the scaffold, was count Schlick, 
who, during the reign of king Frederick, had been governor of Bohe- 
mia, and the principal patron of the Brethren’s church, a man of supe- 
rior talents and unquestioned piety. When his sentence had been read 
to him, intimating that his body, after decapitation, should be quarter- 
ed, and impaled in a place where four roads met, he said in Latin :— 
“To remain unburied matters little.” “I can boldly aver that, through 
the grace of God, that no fear of death disquiets me.” The dignified 
cheerfulness, with which he once or twice walked a few paces on the 
scaffold, and then uttering a short prayer, kneeled down to receive the 
stroke of the executioner’s sword, so affected the spectators, that they 
could not refrain from tears. 

He was followed by Wencellas von Budowa, likewise a member of 
the Brethren’s church ; a man of considerable learning, whose writings 
had procured for him no small celebrity, and who, under the Emperor 
Rudolph, had held several high offices. He was seventy-four years of 
age. When informed of the danger which threatened the friends of 
evangeiical religion, he conveyed his family to a place of personal secu- 
rity, but himself returned to his mansion, as he said his “ conscience 
would not let him abandon the good cause.” Hearing soon after that, 
it was reported he had died with grief, he said with a smile, “ How? I 
die of grief? Never have I tasted greater joy than in my present 
situation.” Putting his hand on the Bible, he added: “This paradise 
has never oflered me sweeter fruits, than it does at this moment. I 
live, and shall live as long as God pleases ; and the day shall never 
come, of which it shall be said, Budowa died of grief.” 

While in confinement, he was visited by two Capuchin monks, who 
said they were come to do a work of mercy unto him in his present 
distress. He asked them what this work of mercy was? To which they 
replied, “‘to show your Lordship the way to heaven.” “ By the grace 
of God,” rejoined he, “ I have known it long ago.” Not silenced by this 
reply, the monks intimated their fears, that he would find himself wo- 
fully deceived. “By no means,” was his reply, “ my hope is founded 
on the unerring word of God. I know no other way to heaven than 
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through Him, who hath said, “ [am the way, and the truth, and the life.” 
The monks continuing on the authority of the Romish church, to ad- 
duce several objections, he forcibly confuted them, and offered his visi- 
tors, if they would stay a while longer with him, clearly to point out to 
them the way to heaven. But for this they had no leisure, and having 
crossed themselves, withdrew. 

On the day of execution, two Jesuits came and told him they were 
very desirous to save his soul, he answered, “I only wish you were as 
certain of salvation as | am. Praise and thanks be to God, who by his 
Spirit hath assured me of salvation through the blood of the Lamb. | 
know in whom Ihave believed ; 1 know there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness.” At these words he was interrupted by the Jesuits, who 
remarked that he had no right to apply that text to himself, it being 
spoken by Paul solely in reference to his own person. “ Nay,” rejoin- 
ed he, “in this you are grossly mistaken, for the Apostle adds which 
the Lord shall give not to me only, but unto aun them also, that love his 
appearing.” 

By a reference to several other passages of Scripture, he so exposed 
their ignorance, that though inwardly ashamed, they left him ina rage, 
as an incorrigible heretic. Soon after, he mounted the scaffold, uncov- 
ered his head, and stroking down his silver locks, said, “ Behold my 
grey hairs, what honor is conferred upon them to be encircled with the 
martyr’s crown!’ Placing himself in an attitudeof prayer, he present- 
ed his hoary head to the sword of the executioner, who quickly sever- 
ed it from the body. It was afterwards fixed on a tower as a public 
spectacle. 

Were it not that these sketches have been already much farther ex- 
tended than was originally intended, we might give an account of the 
death of several other noblemen which would be equally edifying with 
the preceding. We shall close this article with a sketch of the life 
and character of Amos Comenius, who was the last surviving bishop of 
the ancient Church of the Brethren. He was the connecting link be- 
tween the ancient and the modern Church of the Brethren, and his wri- 
tings were materially conducive in transfusing into the renewed Church 
of the Brethren no small portion of the spirit of its ancestors. 

John Amos Comenius was born on the 28th of March, 1592, at Kon- 
main Moravia. He early devoted himself to the ministry of the gos- 
pel in the Brethren’s Church, and the better to qualify himself for this, 
after receiving the rudiments of education at home, he attended the Re- 
formed (Calvinistic) Universities of Herborn and Heidelberg. Having 
completed his academical course, he was appointed principal of the 
grammar school at Prezerow in Moravia, and in 1618 was chosen min- 
ister of the congregation at Fulnek, the chief settlement of the Brethren 
in that country. 

Six years after, when all Protestant ministers were banished, he re- 
tired for some time to the castle of a Bohemian baron, situated in the 
mountains, and paid occasional visits to his bereaved flock, but was obli- 
ged to quit his place of concealment in 1627, when all the Protestant 
nobility were banished. Thus forced from his retreat, he emigrated, 
with part of his congregation, through Silesia into Poland. Having 
reached the summit of the mountains which form the boundary, he cast 
one more sorrowful look on Bohemia and Moravia, and kneeling down 
with his fellow exiles, offered up a fervent prayer, imploring God not 
to suffer the light of his Holy Word to be totally and forever withdrawn 
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from these countries, but to preserve there a seed which should serve 
him. The sequel of the history, especially as it relates to our own 
times, shows that his prayer was graciously heard and answered. 

He and his company having arrived in Poland, he chose Lissa for his 
place of residence; and at a Synod held in this town in 1632, was con- 
secrated bishop of the Bohemian and Moravian branch of the Brethren’s 
Church, many members of which were dispersed in different countries. 
Here he published his introduction to the Latin language, a classical 
work which was translated into twelve European and several Asiatic 
languages. ‘The fame of his erudition and distinguished talents for the 
instruction of youth, was widely circulated. He received invitations 
to Sweden, Transylvania and England, where he labored with much 
success for the improvement of schools. In the interval of these jour- 
nies he resided mostly at Lissa, and was occupied with the compilation 
of an extensive work designed to be an epitome of all the sciences. But 
during a fire which destroyed part of Lissa in 1656, his manuscripts and 
most of his books were consumed. In consequence of this disaster, he 
went first to Frankfort, on the Oder, thence to Hamburg, and lastly to 
Amsterdam. Here he maintained himself by giving private tuition ; 
and published his elementary works on education. 

In his many journies into foreign countries, he neglected no opportu- 
nity of soliciting the influence and patronage of persons in power for the 
oppressed Church of the Brethren. But it is to be regretted, that in his 
zeal to procure its liberty and promote its spiritual interests, he lent too 
ready an ear to the many pretended prophecies which were then afloat 
concerning the downfall of Popery, and the overthrow of the Austrian 
dominions. While noticing this weakness of judgment in a man other- 
wise so highly esteemed for his piety and learning, it is pleasing to re- 
flect that he lived long enough to see and lament his error, and as far 
as lay in his power, to undo any mischief which might have arisen to 
religion, by giving the sanction of his name and authority to these pre- 
tended prophecies. In his last work, entitled, Tue oNE THING NEFDFUL, 
published three years before his death, he acknowledges and deeply de- 
plores this error. 

These pretended revelations, to which certain events, during the thir- 
ty years’ war in Germany, might have given a color of provability, 
confirmed his hopes of a speedy restoration of religious liberty. In the 
prospect of this, Comenius, during the continuance of the war, made 
repeated and earnest application to all the Protestant princes, and par- 
ticularly to the British nation, to patronize the Brethren’s church. But 
when no provision was made for it in the treaty of peace concluded in 
Westphalia, in 1648, he relinquished all hope of obtaining help from 
man. 

How grievously this disappointment afflicted him is evident from the 
manner in which he speaks of it in a small treatise, containing an affect- 
ing description of the distress of his people ; from which a few extracts 
are here inserted. ‘“ We ought, indeed,” says he, “patiently to bear 
the wrath of the Almighty: but will those be able to justify their con- 
duct before God, whose duty it was to make common cause with ail 
Protestants, but who, unmindful of former solemn compacts, have not 
come to the help of those who suffer oppression while promoting the 
common cause? Having procured peace for themselves, they never 
gave it a thought, that the Bohemians and Moravians, who were the 
first opponents of popery, and maintained the contest for centuries de- 
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served to be made partners in the privileges obtained, ai least in so far 
as to prevent the extinction of gospel light in Bohemia, which they 
were the first to kindle and set on a candlestick. Yet this extinction 
has now actually taken place. ‘This distressed people, therefore, 
which on account of its faithful adherence to the apostolic doctrine and 
the practice of the primitive church, is now universally hated and per- 
secuted, and even forsaken by its former associates, finding no mercy 
from man, has nothing left but to implore the aid of the eternally mer- 
ciful Lord God, and to exclaim, with his oppressed people of old, ‘ For 
these things | weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, be- 
cause the Comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me. But 
thou, O Lord, remainest for ever; thy throne is from generation to ge- 
neration. Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us for 
so long a time? Bring us back unto thee, O Lord, that we may return 
to the /and of our nativity ; renew our days as of old.’’’* 

The hope, that by the providence of God, the Brethren’s Church 
would, in some way or other, experience a renewal, consoled Comeni- 
us for the grief he felt on account of its depression and declension in 
his day. Animated by this hope, he, in 1649, published a History of 
the Brethren’s Church, with an appendix, stating his views respecting 
its reformation and the improvement of its discipline. This work he 
dedicated to the Church of England, as its last will and testament, that 
by her it might be preserved for the use of the successors of the 
Brethren, whenever that church should revive. 

Though separated from the people of his former charge, he still en- 
deavored to promote their spiritual edification. With this view he 
compiled a catechism, which was printed at Amsterdam in 1661, and 
dedicated to the scattered sheep of Christ, especially those in Fulnek 
and its vicinity. It is somewhat remarkable, that from all these towns 
and villages in Moravia, which are mentioned in this dedication, per- 
sons came to Hernhut in the next century, and assisted in the revivalof 
the Brethren’s Church. 

Still intent on doing all in his power to preserve the Brethren’s 
Church from utter ruin, Comenius resolved on the election and ordina- 
tion of a bishop, to prevent the total extinction of this order, which had 
been preserved to the Brethren in regular succession for upwards of 
two hundred years. The election fell on Nicholas Gertichius and Paul 
Jablonsky. Lut Jablonsky dying before Comenius, whose daughter he 
had married, Daniel Ernestus Jablonsky, Chaplain in ordinary to the 
Court of Berlin, was appointed his successor in 1669. And, through 
him, episcopal ordination was afterwards transferred to the renewed 
church of the Brethren. 

On the 15th of October, 1672, Amos Comenius closed his laborious 
and useful life, at the advanced age of eighty years, of which he had 
spent nearly forty in banishment. 

In concluding our extracts from these historical sketches of the an- 
cient Brethren’s Church, we are deeply impressed with a sense of the 
truth and infallibility of God’s promise, that a seed shall serve him. 
Neither tribulation nor distress, persecution or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword, nor the gates of hell, shall so prevail against the church 
as to destroy it: neither shall error and corruption, so far gain the as- 
cendancy in the earth, as wholly to banish truth and godliness. When 
the first churches began to swerve from the form of sound words, and 
to corrupt the discipline of the house of God, we cease to trace the 





* Literal translation of Luther’s Version. 
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kingdom of Christ among them, but we find it successively among 
the churches of the Novatians, the followers of Erius, the Paulicians, 
the Cathari or Puritans of Germany, the Paterines, and the Waldenses 
and Bohemians, until the times of the Reformation.* 

God has had his churches and people in every age, since the decease 
of the apostles: but to attempt to trace a regular succession of ordained 
bishops as their successors in the valleys of Piedmont, Bohemia, or any 
where else—is laboring in the fire for very vanity, and seems to pro- 
ceed upon mistaken views of the nature of the kingdom of Christ. 

[To be continued ) 





Art. II. An Address to the Students of the Theological Seminary on 
the subject of Foreign Missions.—By ong or THe Stupents. 
Dear Breturen—lI rise before you on this occasion, in obedience to 
the call of our constitution, requiring of me an address on the subject 
of Foreign Missions. This call, I cannot, from the conviction of duty, 
refuse to obey. I approach it with emotions of fear and hope—of fear, 
that your confidence has been misplaced—of hope, that my feeble efforts 
on this occasion may excite, on your part and mine, an increased atten- 
tion to this interesting and momentous subject. What is the object for 
which we have this evening convened? Is it that we may, for the last 
time, plight our friendship and reciprocate expressions of affection— 
an affection which has linked our hearts by a tie which, we trust, ab- 
sence cannot sever, but which years often remembered shall tend but to 
strengthen and confirm? No. My friends, we have a higher and no- 
bler object in view. We have assembled here to reflect upon the awful 
condition of the heathen world—upon their claims on the christian—on 
ourselves. And although in witnessing the woes and wants of others, 
our hearts may be drawn more closely together, yet let us, for a few 
moments, turn away from ourselves and drop a tear of christian sympa- 
thy over the moral desolation without. And can sucha tribute of com- 
passion for those who are without God be unworthy of those who enjoy 
the light of the gospel? Could our blessed Saviour weep over the 
metropolis of Judea, at the thought of the desolation with which it 
should shortly be visited? and can we, his professed disciples, look un- 
moved upon the vast empire of heathenism, and behold, without a tear 
this wide-spread ruin of immortal souls? No. The scene demands 
our sympathy, and, with our sympathy, our prayers that God would 
repair this ruin and restore this waste. Nay, more, it demands our se- 
rious inquiry—what can we do as instruments in the hand of God for 
effecting this glorious change?’ For we must not forget that there is 
something more to be done by the christian than to offer up the petition 
“thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it isin heaven.” 
There is a work to which he is called to perform. A work to which 
every one who has felt the power of this blessed gospel is bound by 
the most solemn obligations to contribute according to his ability—a 
work which you and I, dear brethren, as candidates for the gospel 
ministry, cannot, dure not, put away. Remember, thatif we enter the 
gospel field, it must not be that we may stand idle all the day, but that 
we may act the part of diligent and faithful laborers, that when the 





* See Jones’s Church History. 
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great husbandman enters his field, we may present him with a rich and 
glorious harvest—a harvest of immortal souls. In what part of this 
field, then, shall you and I direct our labors, should the great Husband- 
man honor us with a part in this work of love? Shall we be sent forth 
to water and nourish that part where the spiritual sower has scattered 
his seed, or shall we be directed to a distant corner in this wide field of 
labor, where the gospel seed has not been sown—where plants of the 
Lord’s planting cannot be found, but all around noxious weeds of dead- 
ly growth? 

This, dear Brethren, is a momentous, a solemn question—True, the 
decision of this question does not rest with us alone, but with that 
church to which we have subjected ourselves in the Lord. But how 
shall the church direct us to a particular part in this field, unless we are 
qualified to labor there? And how can we be qualified without an ac- 
quaintance with the nature and character of the work to be performed? 
And how can we obtain this acquaintance without previous study? 
It cannot be done. It becomes us then, before we cnter this field, to 
take a comprehensive view of its whole extent; for we know not in 
what part Providence may cast our lot. 

But there is another consideration which gives this subject an import- 
ance, as it respects ourselves ; for not only shall we, according to the 
constitution of our church be called to dabor, but also to rule, and there- 
fore the question presses upon us with all its force. You will then 
readily admit that the subject before us merits our most serious inqui- 
ry, for it is one which embraces the duty which we owe to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the church of ‘sod, and to the perishing condition of 
tnillions of our fellow beings. I hope you will tnen bear with me, 
while I present to you a few thoughts which had been suggested to my 
own mind.—And here I am almost afraid to proceed, from a conviction 
of my little acquaintance with the subject, and its great importance— 
but, | trust, you and my elders present, will make every allowance. 

The views which may be presented are intended for your considera- 
tion and their counsel ; and should you find them to be that which you 
cannot receive, and they that which their judgment condemns, I trust 
that you and they will not ascribe it to a spirit of indifference or pre- 
sumption, but rather the want of information or the inexperience of 
youth. 

We would then observe, as a fundamental principle on this subject, 
that the church is the only authorised organ of Missionary operations. 
We had not intended to have adverted to this point, as your attention 
has been heretofore called to it by those who have preceded me, by 
whom the subject has been fully and ably discussed; but such is its 
increasing interest and importance, that its introduction on an occasion 
like the present cannot be altogether unseasonable. This remark is 
made in opposition to those voluntary and irresponsible societies, that 
exist ina capacity distinct from the church. 

Our ground of objection is not that their members are not members 
of the church, but that, as a society, they do not constitute the church— 
they do not possess an ecclesiastical! character. We do not oppose the 
principle of societyism, when the object to be obtained is not purely re- 
igious, as is the case with the Temperance Society, and many others 
of a similar nature. In a society of this description, men may, as 
members of civil society, unite in a civil capacity for the attainment 
of an object civil in its nature. True, the object to be obtained may 
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exert a religious influence, but the grand and prominent design of all soci- 
eties is, to operate upon men as members of civil society, for they are 
not composed exclusively of the religious. Now it will be admitted 
that the act of sending the gospel to the heathen, by ambassadors cho- 
sen for this purpose, is an act purely religious. It may, and undoubt- 
edly does exert a moral and civil influence, but this is not the promt 
nent object of the act. Societies are formed for sending Missionaries, 
and Missionaries are sent, with the professed and avowed design of 
evangelizing the heathen, of christianizing sinners. And this, we con- 
sider, is the province of the church in her ecclesiastical capacity, and 
of the church in this capacity alone. ‘Think not that we are disposed 
to detract from the motives which swayed the conduct of those by 
whom these societies were formed, or the zeal by which their work of 
labor and of love has been characterized. Many of them, we trust, 
have been ornaments to the christian name; but while we recur to it 
with pain, candor requires us to express our disapprobation of all irre- 
sponsible societies for the propagation of the gospel, however pure the 
motive—however laudable the zeal, and however great the results. 
Here, then, is a point at issue between ourselves 2nd a great portion of 
the christian church. We believe that the only court which has, by 
the authority of Christ, the right of sending the gospel, is that court 
which has the right of deciding judicially upon the doctrines of this 
gospel, which court is the church of God, the pillar and ground of 
truth. This right the church cannot yield to any society, for it has been 
derived from the Head, and can be taken away but by the same 
power. She is vested by her King and Head with full power of com- 
missioning gospel ministers, and to her alone are they responsible. ‘This 
authority, we conceive, cannot be taken away, without infringing the 
divine right of the church, and violating the appointment of Jehovah. 
In proof of this, we might advance the spiritual nature of Christ’s 
kingdom—the conduct of our Saviour and his apostles, together with 
many express scripture declarations, which represent the church as the 
grand and only instrument authorized by Him who is King in Zion, for 
proclaiming the glad tidings of life and salvation to a lost and ruined 
world. Out of Zion, it is said, shall go forth the law and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. Here is a prediction which, from its con- 
nection with the other parts of the chapter, plainly relates to the gene- 
ral spread of the gospel under the New Testament dispensation ; for 
you will observe, that is given as a reason why many people shall go 
and say—‘Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord—to 
the house of the God of Jacob;” and as a consequence attending the 
going forth of the law out of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Je- 
rusalem, itis declared that the ‘* Lord shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
their sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 

Hence, then, this glorious event, so ardently desired by every 
christian, the Almighty will accomplish by his faithful heralds, who 
shall ** go forth from Zion’’—the church of God, where Christ clothes 
his ambassadors with full power and authority to proclaim his gospel, 
and assigns them their respective places in this benighted world. 

We have thus stated to you our belief, that the church of Christ, in 
her ecclesiustical capacity, is the only lawful operative Missionary So- 
ciety, because it is the only society which our Saviour has vested with 
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the power of sending forth missionaries, and appointing them their re- 
spective fields of labor, to which they are respynsible for the faithful 
and proper discharge of their ministerial office. 

We may state for your information, that according to the last Annual 
Report of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
that the number of missions under the auspices of this Board are thir- 
ty—its stations amount to seventy-nine—its ordained missionaries one 
hundred and twenty-two—its physicians, besides six who are ordained, 
eleven—its teachers, twenty-eight—its printers and _ book-binders, 
eight—its other lay assistants, thirteen—and the married and unmarried 
females connected with its missions, one hundred and seventy-nine— 
making in all, three hundred and sixty-one laborers sent from this coun- 
try. If you add to these, five native preachers, and one hundred other 
native assistants, you will have at present four hundred and sixty-six 
laboring in its missions and supported by its funds. The number of 
mission churches formed and existing in the several missions is fifty-two. 
‘These contain two thousand one hundred and forty-seven native mem- 
bers in good standing. ‘There are eight seminaries to educate native 
laborers, to labor in connection with the missions. These seminaries 
contain four hundred and eighteen scholars. In Ceylon, there is a se- 
minary for females, containing seventy-five pupils. There are three 
hundred and fifty free schools, containing about thirteen thousand chil- 
dren. There are at present twenty-four presses in operation, three 
type founderies, and two stereotype founderies. The printing last year 
amounted to six hundred and forty-two thousand one hundred and eigh- 
ty books and tracts, and from the beginning of the operations of the 
society there have been printed one million three hundred and thirty- 
nine thousand seven hundred and tweuty books and tracts, in twenty 
different languages. ‘Thus I have given you a concise summary of the 
present state of missionary operations, under the direction of the Ame- 
rican Board. And in conclusion, | would say—that although we may 
not be able to approve of the means, yet we cannot but rejoice in the 
end that ‘‘ Christ is preached.” I trust that, like the apostle, therein 
we do re,oice, yea, and will rejoice. ‘Thus we have stated to you our 
belief that the church is the oniy scripturally authorised Missionary 
Society. 

Our next observation is, that it is the duty of the church to extend 
her operation to heathen lands, even while there may be many destitute 
at home. 

In advocating this principle, we may meet with opposition from a 
quarter less remote than in defending the missionary right of the 
church ; but we shall present to your consideration, in a brief manner, 
the reasons which have led us to adopt this conclusion ; and, in the first 
place, we would remark, that this view seems to be sanctioned by the 
nature and spirit of the New Testament dispensation. You know the 
laws by which the Old Testament dispensation were regulated, were 
exclusive in their nature. True, it is, that the stranger and sojourner 
were received among them with kindness and hospitality, and distin- 
guished by favors, equal, in many respects, to one of Israel’s sons. 
True, is is, that the blessings of their religion were secured to all of 
every nation, who were willing to come away then, and incorporate 
themselves with them in a national capacity. But messengers were 
not sent forth to distant lands, to call upon their inhabitants to copy 
their example and institute their laws. Heralds of salvation were 
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not commissioned to proclaim among the nations of the earth the 
clad tidings of love and mercy. The very nature ol their institutions 
prevented this, and rendered the wide extension of their kingdom im- 
practicable, for the place of their worship was fired, and those that 
were permitted to officiate were confined to that tribe which was con- 
secrated to this holy purpose. But when this dispensation was to cease, 
no longer should the testimony remain at Jerusalem—but the Lord 
should make bare his holy arm in the eyes of all nations, and all the 
ends of the earth should see the salvation of our God. 

Here then is a feature which marks the old dispensation, and always 
presents it in striking contrast with the new. ‘The one is national: the 
other knows no distinctions of nations; for this all the prophets repre- 
sent as its glory, its praise. Here then we discard that lenguage in the 
sense in which it is often used—that Charity begins at home. We dis- 
card it. because we do not find it recognised in Scripture. We discard 
it because it mars the glory of this dispensation. We discard it because 
it strips charity of her brightest ornament, and converts the gospel of 
nniversal love into asystem of religious monupoly. No. True charity 
seeks to infold, like the bright belt of Saturn, a world in her embrace, 
and spread through all its parts life and immortality. Should she begin 
to dispense those blessings at Jerusalem, it is not because of preference, 
but that she may begin in her work of love and mercy. And here she 
does not stop, but like the full orbed moon travels around until all the 
ends of the earth have experienced her benign influence. This is that 
charity which seeketh not her own; and this we conceive to be the 
charity of the gospel. 

Look then at the picture of the Old Testament church, as portrayed 
in her laws and history, and then look at the picture of the New ‘Testa- 
ment church as drawn by the pen of prophecy, and then taking a glance 
at the Secession church, ask yourselves if the principle on which she 
acts, in the dissemination of the gospel, does not resemble too much 
that of the former, and too little that of the latter. The question is an 
important one, and with you, dear brethren, I leave it. 

I here form no comparison among the respective churches of Zion. 
Among them, I make no distinction, for as I said before, their cireum- 
stances are wholly different. It is with a higher and more perfect mod- 
el with which I would suggest a comparison, than that which any 
church can afford. And I repeat it again; Have we, as a church, con- 
formed to this model? Has the standard of the Lord been set up by us 
in the true sense of prophecy, among the Gentiles? Have the isles of 
the sea presented their offerings unto us! Has Ethiopia lifted up her 
hands unto God, and nations been born unto Zion through our instru- 
mentality? ‘Think you that we pretend to assert that this glorious work 
is to be accomplished exclusively by the Secession Church? No. It is 
to be the work of the New Testament Church. But have weasa part 
of this Church, engaged in it with that activity and zeal which the J 
requires ? 

But it may be that we have mistaken the true spirit of the New Tes- 
tament Church. Perhaps those prophecies which represent the glory 
of this dispensation so transcendently great, are to be viewed in a re- 
stricted sense. Perhaps they merely convey the idea that national dis- 
tinction should not be the test of admission into the church. If it be so 

then should we find them who were appointed to usher in this dispensa- 
tion, acting in conformity with this principle. But was such the case ? 
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Ono. Twelve apostles were chosen, qualified and commissioned by 
their divine Master to preach the gospel to every creature, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. These faith- 
ful ambassadors were, it is true, to begin at Jerusalem, but this was only 
the starting place of that race which they were to run with messages 
of love to sinful man. They took a comprehensive view of the work 
which they had to perform. A world was lying before them in wick- 
edness; and although every individual in that world might not hear their 
voice, yet they posted themselves like Generals in an army, where it 
would be heard as far as possible, and from these situations the Apostle 
declares “ their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world.” What! Did these few heralds of the cross blow 
the trumpet of peace to the remotest ends of the then known world, and 
was this done by continuing in Jerusalem and Judea until all their in- 
habitants were enrolled under the standard of Jesus, and from this spot 
calling upon the nations of the earth to come and enlist themselves in 
the glorious cause? No. Dear brethren, their command was to go and 
teach all nations ; and in obedience to this command they did go, and 
nations were taught. ‘They flew with the torch of love flaming in their 
hands—that torch which their Saviour had enkindled at the cross.— 
You know how few the first apostles of our Lord were, but among those 
few, forget not there was one who was Officially the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles. The testimony of Jesus concerning him, was, “ that he is a cho- 
sen vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles, and Kings, 
and the children of Israel.” 

The children of Israel, it is true, were benefitted by his ministry.— 
But mark it, the Gentiles are mentioned first, as constituting the prima- 
ry object of his ministry. Does this comport with the sentiment as it 
is generally used, “that charity begins at home?’ When Paul receiv- 
ed his commission to “go far hence among the Gentiles,” what was the 
state of the christian church at Jerusalem, the home of her birth’— 
Could she boast of her hundreds of ministers, and thousands of mem- 
bers? No. They were few—few indeed; but among those few be it 
known there was one who bore in his hand, even while Calvary was 
warm with the Saviour’s blood, a commission to the “ isles of the sea, 
and the nations far hence.” And did this apostle of the Gentiles fulfil 
his commission? Let the history of his labors and travels answer the 
inquiry. He meets with his brethren in Jerusalem, to whom he com- 
municates his remarkable conversion. But how short is his stay here. 
In a verse or two we are informed that he is sent to Tarsus, a distin- 
guished city in the south western part of Asia Minor. Thence he is ta- 
ken by Barnabas, in a few years, to Antioch, a city of Syria. Again 
he returns to Judea, to convey to the brethren there that relief which 
had been collected by the disciples at Antioch. In a short time they 
are seperated by the Holy Ghost and sent to Selucia, a city near Anti- 
och, in Asia, and thence to the isle of Cyprus, south of Asia. Here Paul 
and Barnabas remain for some time, preaching we doubt not, with suc- 
cess in the principal cities of this island. Pamphylia, a province of Asia, 
is visited by them, and here John, for reasons unknown to us, departs 
from them to Jerusalem. The apostle, with those who accompanied 
him, is not discouraged by the departure of John, but visits Antioch, a 
city of Pisidia, a province of Asia; and here he delivers to a congrega- 
tion of Jews and proselyte Gentiles, that remarkable sermon that is re- 
corded in the 13th chapter of the Acts. This brings conviction to the 
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hearts of many. And on the following Sabbath the whole city resort- 
ed to hear the apostle declare again those words of life and salvation. 
But the Jews, filled with envy and malice, take offence at seeing the 
Gentiles, whom they had been accustomed to despise, entering that 
kingdom of which they were unwilling to become subjects. Alas! 
What an awful time was this to their nation! Now the cup of their 
iniquity is full—now Paul and Barnabas summon up all the resolution 
with which the Spirit of God had endowed them, and pour forth upon 
their souls a curse which the impenitence of ages had accumulated—a 
curse more terrible in its effects than a thunderbolt from Heaven. “It 
was necessary that the word of God should have been first spoken unto 
you, but seeing ye put it far from you and judge yourselves unworthy 
of everlasting life, lo! we turn to the Gentiles.” 

Why was it necessary that the word of God should have first been 
spoken to the Jews’? Why was it that the apostles were to begin at Je- 
rusalem? Was it merely because of the convenience? because they 
were at home? Wethink not. It was necessary because the grace of 
God would thereby be more conspicuously manifested. What could 
exhibit divine grace in a more glorious light than to invite those who 
had smitten the rock, to drink of its cooling streams—those who had 
pierced the Saviour’s side, to wash in that blood which flowed from 
the wound their own hands had made?’ The word was first preached 
to these Jews. But this preaching was of short duration, for by thus 
putting it away at this time from them, the apostle declared that they 
judged themselves unworthy of it, And if such were the case with 
regard to them, how many are there in this gospel land, who have rendered 
themselves less worthy of the word by their continued opposition to it. 
Methinks I hear the poor heathen addressing gospel ministers in this 
land, in a voice of supplication. How long will ye continue to expos- 
tulate with those who by their opposition have judged themselves un- 
worthy of that word which we have never heard ? 

Hitherto the apostle had preached to Jew and Gentile. But now by 
the impenitence and unbelief of Israel, they had forfeited all claims to 
the gospel, and henceforth the Gentiles should be the object of his la- 
bors and travels, though here and there he should gather into the fold 
of Christ a “ lost sheep of the house of Israel.” And mark, dear breth- 
ren, the reason the apostle assigns. ‘ So hath the Lord commanded us, 
saying, I have set thee to be alight of the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be 
for salvation to the ends of the earth.” He looks at this blessed prom. 
ise, and knowing that it must receive its fulfilment by the instrumen- 
tality of God’s ministers, “ without whom they could not hear,” his res- 
olution is, “ Lo we turn to the Gentiles;” and henceforth they are al 
most the exclusive objects of his ministry. He travels about with his 
faithful and tried companion, Barnabas, among the different cities of 
Asia, organizing new churches, and confirming those that had already 
been organized. ; 

But while at Troas, one of these cities, the vision of a man of Mace- 
donia appears in the darkness of the night, imploring help. Here is a 
moment in the history of this apostle’s travels, fraught with interest and 
instruction to us at this day. Is it to be supposed that in a country em- 
bracing the extent of territory, and crowded with a population like that 
of Asia Minor, there could not be thousands destitute of the stated or- 
dinances—nay, thousands who had never heard of the joyful news 
which the apostle was commissioned to proclaim? What then shall he 
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do’ The cry of help is heard from Macedonia—but this cry is echoed 
back by the groans of distress at home. He goes to Macedonia. True 
it is in obedience toa heavenly vision. But why was this vision sent, if 
the wants of those at home were not supplied? Is it not because they 
were “ far hence,” and conse quently less likely to hear the gospel than 
those at a distance less remote’? Inscrutable are the w: ays of God to 
man, but in this we think we see a demonstration of his love and in this 
demonstration the church of God may derive a lesson of instruction.— 
God will sometimes bring “ his sons from far, and his daughters from 
the ends of the earth,” and when the cry of help is heard, he will have 
his ministers, like Paul, to run to their assistance that they may, accor- 
ding to the prophecy, “ bring their sons in their arms, and carry their 
daughters upon their shoulders.” 

The distance, so far from discouraging and retarding, should rather 
animate and accelerate us in our flight. The church is not now visited 
with visions, either from those around us, or in heathen lands. But 
does she not hear from far, that which gave authority to this vision— 
the cry of help? Have not the degraded Hindoo and superstitious Chi- 
nese stretched forth their hands to us, and in the language of the man 
of Macodonia, cried to us “ to cone over and help them?” Shall we 
disregard this call? Or shall we not rather like Paul, gird on our zeal 
afresh, and immediately endeavor to go, assuredly gathering that the 
Lord has called us to preach the gospel to the heathen ? 

Need we follow this prince of the apostles farther? Need we trace 
his travels through the principal cities of Macedonia, Greece and Asia 
Minor, planting churches and ordaining elders to watch over them, feed 
them and guard them. Be it known that he arrives at Rome, the me- 
tropolis of an extensive heathenempire. Here his historian leaves him, 
laboring in his old age as a faithful missionary in the cause of his Re- 
deemer. We should not have protracted this particular part of our sub- 
ject, but from an impression of its importance; for itis only by setting 
before our minds the labors and travels of these apostles, that we can 
ever arrive at a thorough and correct knowledge of the duty of the 
church, 

And now, dear brethren, what do they teachus? Do they not teach 
us that a preference for any particular nation, which does not arise from 
a prospect of winning a greater number of souls to Christ, is not sanc- 
tioned by the authority of our Saviour and the conduct of his apostles / 
Do they not teach us that in order to propagate the gospel, distant parts 
should be occupied ? That while we retain the citadel of Jerusalem, we 
should not forget the outskirts, and endeavor to assault the enemy even 
in his kingdom of darkuess where he sits upon his dark throne of super- 
stition and idolatry? Against these conclusions it may be urged, that 
as the apostles had the gifts of tongues, and consequently were not un- 
der the necessity of acquiring, at the expense of much time and labor, 
the languages of those nations whither they went, their conduct is not 
a — | for the imitation of the church now, in whom this gift no longer 

Xists. 

In reply, we would remark, that so far from supposing the conclusion 
weakened by this objection, we consider it rather strengthened. For 
in giving the apostles this power, our Lord plainly told them the neces- 
sity of preaching the gospel among those nations when this power was 
exercised. For if it could have been equally as well propagated by 
confining it among those who spoke the same language, why is the Al- 
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mighty power of Jehovah exercised in bestowing this gift! But we 
know this power never will be exercised when necessity does not de- 
mand it. Here, then, one principle is admitted—that the preaching of 
the gospel among diflerent and distant nations, more readi:y secures its 
rapid and extensive propagation, and in the admission of this principle, 
all that we claim is granted. But as this power was supernaturally 
bestowed upon the apostles, does it follow that ministers of the gospel 
should not, from their example, acquire it in a natural and ordinary 
way? By no means. As well might we object to the long and laborious 
study of Theology, for a knowledge of this the apostles received by the 
immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The difficulty under which 
ministers of the gospel now labor in this respect, should only excite 
them to greater diligence and more laborious application. Why was it 
that the apostles were enabled to work miracles and address the inhab- 
itants of distant and different nations in their own language? Was it 
that they might establish their claims as embassadors of Heaven? But 
why does this power no longer existin the church? Were the eviden- 
ces which the apostles adduced, (even when derived from their mirac- 
ulous power, ) greater than those which the advocates of christianity 
can now adduce? We think not. For although they could call to their 
aid supernatural power to attest the divinity of their religion, yet the 
possession of this power was then necessary, from the want of that tes- 
timony which has since accumulated, and which we now enjoy. They 
established the religion of Jesus by miracles. ‘These miracles we can- 
not now perform, but we have infallible testimony that they were per- 
formed ; and in addition to this we have the results which attended the 
labors of these apostles and their successors; and above all, the contin- 
ued fulfilment of prophecy; so that a gospel missionary now possesses 
evidences equal, if not superior, to those possessed by the apostles, 

These observations are intended to obviate those objections which 
are sometimes urged against the argument by which the duty of the 
church is established, from the practice of the apostles by whom the 
christian church was organized. 

With this argument we have done, and now humbly submit it for 
vour consideration. How far we may have mistaken its true nature 
and application, is for you to judge. If by comparing the state of the 
church at present, with the picture which the evangelists have given us 
of her infancy, we find a prominent and striking resemblance, let us re- 
joice and give God the glory. But if a comparison of this kind presents 
the two in contrast, let us lament the sad apostacy, and implore her 
King and Head to pour out upon us and all the churches, that same 
spirit which actuated the apostles when they went forth at the com- 
mand of their Master and devoted themselves and al! their substance to 


the holy cause of winning souls to King Jesus. 
(To be Continued 


Art. Il. Future Retribution. 


Mr. Epitor,—Believing as I do, in accordance with the general sen- 
timent of mankind and the christian church since the earliest ages, that 
man is a responsible being, and that his responsibility extends to a fu- 
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ture state of existence, that the hour is coming in which all that are in 
their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Man, and shall come 
forth, they that have done good to the resurrection of lite, and they 
that have done evil to the re ssurrection of damnation, according to the 
Scripture, and considering the violence and artful sophistry with 
which this sentiment has been opposed of late, the zeal with which the 
contrary principle i is propagated, and the rapidity with which it is per- 
vading this Commonwealth, I have been induced to think that some re- 
marks upon the subject may not be unprofitable at the present juncture. 
] therefore offer the following for publication in the Monitor, should 
you deem it advisable. I do not lay claim to originality. Edification 
is my object, and if sentiments be correct and calculated to promote in 
some degree the cause of truth and righteousness, it matters little from 
what source they are obtained. 

As all religions, Pagan, Mahommedan, Jewish, and Christian have 
supposed a future state of existence beyond the boundaries of temporal 
life, so all have believed in a future state of retribution, and consequent- 
ly all have had their Hell, or place of torment, in which the wicked re- 
ceive the punishment due to their crimes. ‘This is not therefore a sen- 
timent peculiar to christianity, being generally admitted throughout the 
world. That it is a sentiment inculcated in the Scriptures, must, we 
think, be admitted by every plain, unsophisticated and unprejudiced in- 
quirer, who will give them a candid, serious and dispassionate examina- 
tion. That it was the sentiment of the christian church during the 
first, second and third centuries, is unquestionably established by the 
writings of that period. It was also one of the distinguishing tenets of 
the Waldenses, those martyr-witnesses for truth and righteousness in 
the dark ages, when the “ man of sin” held almost universal and undis- 
puted empire, when Romish ignorance and superstition sat nodding up- 
on the throne. Nor can it be denied that this doctrine has formed an 
important article in the faith of the great majority of christians since 
the first dawn of the Reformation. 

With regard to the design and duration of punishment in a future 
state, there has indeed existed some diversity of sentiment in the chris- 
tian world, ever since the days of Origen. But the denial of all future 
punishment after death, is the result of certam modern discoveries of 
very recent date, and limited range, and rests chiefly on two unscriptural 
and contradictory dogmas, the immaculate spiritus lity and mortal mate- 
rialism of the human soul. ‘These dogmas, (observes a late writer,) lie 
at the foundation of the respective systems of Messrs. Ballou and Bal- 
four, the fathers of modern Universalism. The denomination of pro- 
fessed christians formerly distinguished by this appellation, whilst they 
denied the eternal duration of future punishment, also maintained, that 
the effects of sin and the means of grace both extended into a future 
life. In 1785, a convention was organized at Oxford Mass., under the 
auspices of Messrs Winchester and Murray, the members of which, 
during the first twenty-five years, were professedly believers in the doc- 
trine of a future retribution of limited duration. But about the year 
1818, H. Ballou advanced the doctrine that all punishment is confined 
to this life—that a full and perfect retribution takes place in time—that 
our conduct here cannot affect our future condition, and the moment a 
man exists after death, he will be as pure and happy as the angels, how- 
ever flagrantly wicked his conduct in the present life may have been. 
A sentiment highly encouraging and consolitory to such as lay the reins 
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upon the neck of their lust, and abandon themselves to every species of 
vice and immorality, and which appears at first to have been founded 
upon the old guostic notion, that all sin originates in the flesh, and, con- 
sequently, that death frees the soul from all impurity. ‘The reader will 
doubtless feel anxious to hear the scriptural authority upon which a sen- 
timent so novel and dangerous is founded ; and I will endeavor as brief- 
ly and speedily as possible, to gratify his curiosity. In Gen. i, 27, it is 
written, “‘so God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him.” This simple declaration, which the plain, unsophisti- 
cated reader finds no difficulty in understanding, Ballou compares with 
Col. 1., 15, where Christ is emphatically styled “the image of the invisi- 
ble God.” According to this passage he interprets the former. Christ 
is the image of the invisible God, and Adam was created in the image 
of God. Therefore, Adam was created in Christ, and hence he triumph- 
antly derives the conclusion that all men are created in Christ, because 
Adam was created in Christ, and titis he makes the foundation stone in 
his mighty edifice of universal salvation. For if it be true that all men 
are created in Christ, all men shall unquestionably be saved, not only 
from eternal condemnation, but from all future punishment. It requires 
but little sagacity to discover the absurdity of such an interpretation. A 
little research and reflection will teach any one that this novel theory is 
founded upon a gross misconception or wilful perversion, of the language 
of Moses, and is at irreconcilable hostility with numerous passages of 
the book of God. How can this sentiment be reconciled with those 
texts in which the unconverted are declared to be without Christ? Eph. 
il, 12. -* That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. But now, in Christ Je- 
sus, ye who some times were far off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.” In Rom. xvi, 7, the Apostle speaks of certain persons, “ who 
(says he) also were in Christ before me,’ evidently implying, if there be 
any meaning in language, that there was a time when both he and they 
were out of Christ. Again, in Rom. viil,9, he says, “ if any man have not 
the spirit of Christ he is none of his.” Moreover, how is this novel sen- 
timent to be reconciled with those passages which make being in Christ 
the distinguishing characteristic of real christians, such as Rom vin, 1. 
There is, therefore, now no consideration to them that are in Christ Jesus. 
Also, xii, 5. So we being many are one body in Christ. Now if all 
are by creation in Christ, there could be no ground for this distinction. 
It would be a distinction without a difference. And especially the deci- 
sive declaration of Paul, 2 Cor. v, 17. If any man be in Christ he is a 
new creature. Nothing is more obvious than that the Apostle, in mak- 
ing this declaration, spoke of a peculiar characteristic which all did not 
possess. ‘To this we might add Eph. ii, 10. “ For we are his work- 
manship created in Christ Jesus, unto good works, which God hath be- 
fore ordained tirat we should walk in them :”’ and iv, 24, where the Apos- 
tle speaks of “ Putting on the new man which alter God ts created in 
righteoust.ess and true holiness.” Now, if all men are by nature in 
Christ, what are we to understand by this new creation? A new crea- 
tion necessarily iinplies an old creation. And if these passages have 
any meaning, they teach that suchas are in Christ, have undergone a ra- 
dical change in beart and life—have not the same characteristics which 
they once possessed. And hence our Lord urges upon mau the absolute 
necessity of being born again. All of which passages are totally inex- 
plicable upon the visionary theory of Ballou. Well might Nicodemus 
Var. XV. 
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enquire in astonishment, “ How can these things be!” After the oo 
specimen of the honesty and skill, in interpretations, of this famous cham- 
pion of universalism, judicious minds will appreciate, at their just value, 
his claims to guide his fellow-men to the correct know ledge of the Ww ord 
ef God. But (to use the language of inspiration) if any man be igno. 
rant, let him be ignorant. . 

The serious enquirer after truth will also beware, remembering the 
solemn, precautionary warning of the spirit, “If the blind lead the blind, 
they shall both fall into the ditch.” But as noxious plants are generally 
prolific, so this erroneous sentiment soon gave birth to another, no less 
unscriptural, absurd and dangerous. That the soul is material and mor- 
tal, or in other words, that the principle of perception and thought is not 
a substance distinct from the body, but simply the result of corporeal 
organization. That man is no more than what we now see of him ; his be- 
ing commences at the time of his conception, or perhaps at an earlier 
period. ‘The corporeal and mental faculties grow, ripen and decay to- 
gether. And whenever the system is dissolved, it continues in a state of 
dissolution, until it shall please the Almighty Being who called it first 
into existence, to restore it to life again. Thus they maintain that the 
whole man dies a temporal death, and that the resurrection is the grand 
event that will introduce all mankind into heavenly and eternal felicity. 
Such is the unscriptural and unphilosophical dogma upon which Walter 
Balfour and his followers found their visionary scheme of universal sal- 
vation. This theory of materialism has for the most part found its ad- 
vocates in the ranks of scepticism. But it has also received the support 
of some professed believers in christianity. ‘The arguments brought for- 
ward in favor of this irrational and anti-scriptural sentiment by the vo- 
taries of human reason, have met with a complete and satisfactory refu- 
tation in the able and condensed argument of Wollaston, in his “ Reli- 
gion of nature delineated ;’ from which it may not be amiss to offer a 
brief abstract. 

The soul cannot be mere matter; for if it is, then either all matter 
must possess the power of thinking, or the difference must arise from the 
peculiar system of organization ; or a faculty of thinking must be super- 
added to some systems of it which is not superadded to others.— 
But, in the first place, that position which endows all matter with the 
power of thinking, is contrary to all the apprehensions and knowledge 
we have of the nature of matter; nor can it be true, unless our faculties 
and senses be contrived only to deceive us. Why does the sense of 
thinking lie in our heads, and all the ministers of sensation make report 
to something there, if all matter be apprehensive and cogitative? For 
in that case there would be as much thought and understanding in our 
heels and every place else, as in our heads. If, indeed, all matter be 
cogitative, or possessed of the power of thinking, it must be as matter, 
and thinking must be essential to it, and belong to the definition of it ; 
but if so, we should not only continue to think always until the matter 
of which we consist, be annihilated ; and so the assertion of this doc- 
trine would stumble on immortality unawares ; but we must also have 
thought always in time past, eversince that matter was in being ; nor could 
there be the slightest intermission of actual thinking, which does not ap- 
pear to be the case with man. In the next place, the faculties of think- 
ing, &c. cannot arise from a peculiar system of organization, because by 
organization bodies only change their torm, color, solidity, &c. becoming 
greater or less, round or square, rare or dense, all which ideas are very 
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different from that of thinking; nor can there be any relation between 
them, except that of an instrument to an agent. These modifications 
and affections of matter, so far from being the causes of thinking and act- 
ing, are themselves but effects, resulting from the action of some other 
matter or thing upon it, and proofs of its passivity, deadness and utter 
incapacity of becoming cogitative. This is evident to sense. The third 
and last refuge to which materialists fly, is, that the property or faculty 
of thinking 1s superadded to certain systems of matter, fitly disposed by 
virtue of God’s omnipotence. This, although it be termed a faculty or 
property, must m reality amount to the same thing with another being or 
substance possessed of the faculty of thinking ; for a faculty of thinking 
alone will not make up the idea of the human soul, which is endued with 
many faculties ; apprehending, reflecting, comparing, judging, making 
deductions and reasoning, willing, putting the body in motion, continu- 
ing the animal functions by its presence and giving life. Hence, what- 
ever it is that is superadded, it must be something endued with all those 
other faculties. And whether that can be a faculty of thinking, and so 
these other faculties be only faculties of a faculty ; or whether they must 
not all be rather the faculties of some spiritual principle, substance, or 
nature, which being by their own concession superadded to matter, must 
necessarily be something different from it, we leave to the serious, can- 
did and unprejudiced to determine. If men would but look seriously 
into themselves, the soul would not appear to them merely as a faculty 
of the body, or a kind of appurtenance to it, but rather as some intelli- 
sent being, properly placed in the body, not only to use it as an instru- 
ment and act by it, but also to govern it in al] its several parts, as the 
tongue, hands, feet; &c., according to its own reason. For we think it 
is plain enough that the mind, though it acts under great limitations, does 
however, in many instances govern the body by its own will; and to 
suppose this governor to be nothing, but some fit disposition or accident 
superadded to that matter which is governed, is grossly absurd. A ship, 
it 1s true. would not be fit for navigation, if it was not built and properly 
provided ; but still, when it has received its proper form, and is become 
a system of material - fitly disposed, it is not this disposition that governs ; 
it is the man (that other substance) who sits at the helm, and those who 
manage the sails and tackle, that do this. In like manner our bodies, 
without a proper organization and conformity of parts, would not be ca- 
pable of acting as they do. But still, it is not the shape or modification, 
or any other accident that can govern them. The capacity of being go- 
verned or used, can never be the governor applying and using that 
capacity. No; there must be at the helm something distinct, that com- 
mands the body, and without which the vessel would run adrift, or rather 
sink. 

The above is a brief outline of Wollaston’s reasoning. We shall now 
take some notice of those passages of scripture which are supposed to 
favor this irrational opinion, _ Ist. Those passages are thought to teach 
this sentiment in which the resurrection is spoken of as necessary to 
man’s happiness. Such as 1 Cor., xv, 16-18. “ For if the dead rise 
not, then is Christ not risen; and if Christ be not risen, your faith is 
vain, ye are vet in your sins. Then they also that are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perish d.” And again, v.32. “ If the dead rise not, let us eat 
and drink for to-murrow we die.” 

In these and parallel passages, it is argued there is not only no allu- 
sion made to the doctrine of happiness or misery without the body, but 
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the contrary is plainly inferable. In order to ascertain correctly thie 
meaning of the inspired penman in the texts already quoted, it is only 
necessary to consult the contexts, from which we learn that certain in- 
dividuals in the ehurch of Corinth, denied the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, v. 12. And this being a fundamental article in the religion of Je- 
sus, which Paul preached ; if it be false, the whole system tumbles to 
the ground. Nothing is plainer, therefore, than that the Apostle’s de- 
sign was to teach the Corinthians that the resurrection of the body was 
an essential article of the glorious gospel of the blessed God, and conse- 
quently the denial of it was virtually a denial of the whole scheme of 
salvation as taught in the scriptures, and hence to make a profession of 
christianity, and at the same time deny this, one of its essential articles, 
would be glaringly absurd. The same being true also with respect to 
all passages of similar phraseology. But 2d. Materialists also lay hold 
of those passages as favoring their sentiment, in which the dead are re- 
presented as sleeping in their graves, as if in a state of insensibility, such 
as 1 Thess., iv, 14, and 1 Cor., xv, 32. Those and similar texts, it Is 
thought, prove conclusively that the soul dies with the body, or rather 
that it is nothing distinct from the body ; and, consequently, when the 
body becomes insensible, the whole man is insensible. In refutation of 
this doctrine, I shall merely offer a brief abstract from Dr. Campbell’s 
reasoning, in his sixth preliminary dissertation. 

Having shown conclusively that the Greek terms used for sleep are 
used metaphorically, and relate simply to the resemblance between a 
body sleeping and a body dead, the Dr. proceeds to remark, 2d. That 
many expressions of scripture do, in their natural and obvious sense 
imply, that an intermediate and separate state of the soul is actually to 
succeed death. Such are the words of our Lord to the penitent thicf 
upon the cross, (Luke xxiii, 43.) “ To-day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise.”’ Stephen’s dying petition, (Acts vii, 59.) “ Lord Jesus receive my 
spirit.” The comparison which the Apostle makes in different places be- 
tween the enjoyment which true christians can attain by their continu- 
ance in this world, and that which they enter on at their departure out 
of it, such as 2 Cor. v, 6. “ Therefore, we are always confident, know- 
ing that whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the 
Lord.” (Phil. i,21.) “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain 
But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labor ; yet what I shal} 
choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart and to be with Christ, which is far better ;” and several other 
passages. Let the words be read by any judicious person, either in the 
original or in the common translation, which is sufficiently exact for this 
purpose ; and let him, setting aside all theory or system, say candidly, 
whether they would not be understood by the gross of mankind as pre- 
supposing, that the soul may and w.ll exist separately from the body, 
and be susceptible of happiness or misery in that state. I remark 3rd, 
continues Campbell, “ That even the curious equivocation (or perhaps 
more properly mental reservation,) that has been devised for the inspired 
penman, (by the matcrialists) will not in every case, save the credit of 
apostolical veracity. The words of Paul to the Corinthians are: “ Know- 
ing that whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord.” 
Again, “ We are willing rather to be absent from the body and present 
with the Lord.” Could such expressions have been used by him, if he 
held it impossible to be with the Lord, or to be any where without the 
body ; ard that whatever the change was, which was made by death. 
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ne could not be in the presence of the Lord until he returned to the 
body? Absence from the body and presence with the Lord were, there- 
fore, never more unfortanately combined than in this illustration. 

Things are combined here as coincident, which, on the hypothesis of 
those gentlemen, are incompatible. If recourse be had to the original, 
the expressions in Greek are, if possible, still stronger. They are (oi 
endemountes) those who dwell in the body, who are (ek demountes) at 
a distance from the Lord ; as, on the contrary, they are (oi ekdemountes 
ek ton somatos) those who have travelled out of the body, who are (01 
endemountes) those who reside or are at present with the Lord. In the 
passage in Phil. also, the commencement of his (Paul’s) presence with 
the Lord is represented as coincident not with his return to the body, 
but with his leaving it; with the dissolution, not with the restoration, of 
the union between soul and body. Such are the remarks of this able phi- 
lologist, and we may add further in conclusion, that the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus, recorded in Luke xvi., 19-3, affords the strong- 
est argumentative evidence as well as a most pointed illustration of the 
doctrine of a conscious intermediate state of the soul. No sooner was 
Lazarus dead, than ** He was carried (not his body surely, but his soul) 
into his rest in Abraham’s bosom.” Ir like manner also, the rich man 
no sooner “ died and was buried,” than “in hell he l:fted up his eyes, 
being in torments.” Now, it would certainly do violence to the lan- 
guage of our Lord, even supposing it to be pure imagery, to suppose the 
intervention, not only of years, but of thousands of years, between events 
so intimately connected in the narrative. In Rev. vi. 9, 11, the souls of 
those who had been slain for the testimony which they had borne to the 
truth of the Gospel, (alluding no doubt to those who suffered martyrdom 
during the bloody persecution of the third century,) are represented as 
crying with a loud voice from under the altar and with one consent, in- 
quiring of the Lord as holy and faithful, How long he would endure 
the provocations of those persecutors before he would avenge the blood 
of his people upon the inhabitants of the earth. This representation (as 
Lowman justly observes) seems much to favor the immediate happiness 
of departed saints, and hardly to consist with that uncomfortable opinion, 
the insensible state of departed souls, till after the resurrection. But ina 
word. ‘Those visionary theorists should be confounded and hold their 
peace, on reading the declaration by which our blessed Redeemer stop- 
ped the mouths of the conceited Sadducees, (Matthew xxii., 31, 32.) But 
as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living. 

The conclusion which his audience deduced from this declaration, and 
which he designed they should draw, is obvious. The Sadducees de- 
nied both the existence of spirits and the resurrection of the body. But 
our Lord would convince them that this was at variance with the testi- 
mony of Moses, the authority of whose writings they admitted. Ac- 
cordingly, with this design he makes the quotation, and draws from it 
the inevitable cone lusion, that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob must necessa- 
rily be alive; that is, their souls with which their bodies must in due 
time be united. By a parity of reasoning, then, we would say to the 
advocates of mortal materialism, ‘* Ye do err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures nor the power of God.” For, if the whole man dies a temporal 
death, no more to experience life or consciousness, happiness or misery, 











70 Future Retribution. 


antil the resurrection morn; then it unquestionably follows, that during 
the period intervening between their death and resurrection, whether 
longer or shorter, Jehovah is not the God of those that die. He is not 
the God of the unnumbered millions now lying in the silent tomb. For 
he is not the God of the dead, but of the living. 

But in conclusion, what could be more decisive on this point, if the 
above were not sufficient, than the declaration of our Lord, Math. x. 28. 
And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul ; 
but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in Hell! 
If the whole man dies a temporal death, then he that kills the body ¢e- 
stroys the soul. But the text teaches that though men can kill the bouy, 
the soul is beyond their power. 

With the foregoing remarks we shall now conclude our examination 
of the two grand and primary principles on which the whole system of 
modern Umversalism is founded ; and perhaps we are already chargea- 
ble with some degree of prolixity, but since, like all other errorists, the 
advocates of this wild and pernicious system have endeavored to keep 
its true foundation and native consequences concealed from vulgar eyes, 
by surrounding it with artful sophistry and bold declamation—exhibiting 
only such parts of the system as are most palatable, and which can be 
supported with some degree of apparent plausibility, it seemed necessa- 
ry to be somewhat particular. And having now brought to view the 
true foundation of this heartless system, and humbly endeavored to ex- 
pose its rottenness, leaving the matter to the decision of the judicious, 
candid and serious inquirer, we might suffer the unscriptaral fabric to 
tumble to the earth. But since the infection has already spread far and 
wide, and that with almost unexampled rapidity—(from the statistics of 
the denomination we Jearn that m 1801 there were but 22 avowed Uni- 
versalist preachers in the Union, and in 1834 they numbered about 300. 
In 1779, the first Universalist society was organized at Gloucester Mass., 
and in 1834, there were seven hundred societies professing the same 
faith)—duty seems to require that some notice be taken of those passa- 
ges of Scripture in which the doctrine of future retribution is either 
plainly affirmed, or necessarily implied, and these are numerous. 

Ist. Such as teach that a just and equitab'e retribution does not take 
place in time (Job xxi, 7-13. Ps. Ixxiii. 3. 17. Jer. xii. 1,2.) In all these, 
the temporal prosperity, power, wealth and happiness of the wicked, are 
spoken of as surpassing that of the righteous. So also Paul declares, (1 
Cor. xv. 19. and iv. 9, 13.) that the most worthy have the severest lot 
in this world. The Psalmist prays to be delivered from those who in 
this life have their part and portion. 

ut our opponents will say, conscience is a hell in which the wicked 
suffer the demerit of their crimes,—a sentiment equally at variance with 
the testimony of Scripture and universal experience. We read of some, 
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron (1 Tim. i. 2.) And does not all experience testify that conscience, 
becoming callous, the severity of its reprovings does not increase with 
the increase of crime, but on the contrary decreases ; so that men come 
at length to perpetrate, without remorse, crimes which once would have 
made them shudder. Hence, if all men are made perfectly happy at the 
commencement of the next state of existence, they are not rewarded ac- 
cording to their deeds, 

2nd. I shall only add to the above those passages which speak of a pe- 
riod of judgment after death, and call upon men to act in this life, with 
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reference to that event. (John v. 28, 29. Acts xvii. 30, 3. 1 Heb. ix. 27, 
28. 2 Cor. v. 8-11. 2 Pet. ii. 9. Mark x. 28. and xi. 24.) If 
these and similar passages do not convey the idea of punishment beyond 
the boundaries of the present life, there cannot be found, we believe, in 
the English language, words capable of expressing such an idea. Let 
any judicious and unprejudiced person carefully examine the above, and 
then candidly say, whether any individual capable of reading plain En- 
glish grammatically, and whose mind was not prepossessed by vain phi- 
losophy, could peruse them without being cunvinced that they taught ex 
pressly the doctrine of future retribution. Upon the hypothesis of Uni- 
versalists, such passages appear to me to be totally inexplicable, upon 
any rational principle of interpretation, and so unequivocally do they 
teach the contrary sentiment, that it would be a matter of astonishment 
to find any one disputing it, were it not written, “ And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusions that they should believe a lie, that 
they al! might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.” (2 Thess. 11. 12.) 

It has already been intimated at the beginning of this essay, that among 
those who believe in a punishment after death, of different degrees of se- 
verity, proportioned to the character and conduct of the guilty, a differ- 
ence of sentiment exists with respect to its design and duration. Since 
the days of Origen, (a mystical and allegorical divine of the second cen- 
tury,) some have maintained that future punishment is remedial in its 
design, or intended to effect the reformation of the wicked, and that the 
means of grace are still afforded them, until all shall ultimately be resto- 
red to holiness and happiness. These were the sentiments avowedly 
maintained until lately, by the sect denominated Universalists. But some 
having denied all future retribution whatever, and the great majority of 
the convention having espoused this sentiment, in 1831, a few resolving 
to obey the apostolic injunction, came out from among them and formed 
an independent association, assuming the title of Universal Restorationists. 
In 1834 they numbered fourteen preachers and ten or twelve societies. 

Having then, in the preceding part of this essay, endeavored to prove 
that the awful consequences of sin extend into a future state of existence, 
in Opposition to the sentiments of these who limit all punishment for sin 
to the present life, it remains, 2d, to offer some remarks on the duration 
of future punishment. 

The position believed to be taught in the Scriptures, is this--That all 
sinners who do not repent and take refuge in the Saviour, in the present 
life, shall in the life to come, suffer everlasting punishment as the neces- 
sary and just retribution of their sins. That this doctrine, however aw- 
ful, has obtained credence among the vast majority of professing chris- 
tians since the earliest ages, cannot be questioned. This, however, is not 
the criterion by which we are to judge of its correctness ; and since it 
is a question which cannot be settled by abstract reasoning, a direct ap- 
peal must be had to divine revelation. And I would urge in the first 
place those passages of Scripture which declare that certain sinners shall 
not enter into the kingdom of Heaven ; Math v, 20. For I say unto you 
that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of Heav 
en. Also vii, 21, Not every one that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
erter into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. And 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Know ye not that the un- 
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; neither 
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fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, norextortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. These and 
a — of kindred passages, such as Luke xi, 24. Gal. v. 19-21 and 
Eph. v. 5, evidently teach that persons of a certain de scription shall not 
pa ndenitts wnice into ee mansions of the redeemed, nor enjoy the favor 
and fellowship of him in whose presence is fulness of joy, at whose right 
hand are pleasures evermore. 

And if indeed persons of a certain description shall be excluded from 
the holy city Jerusalem, which is above, they must necessarily sink down 
to Hell, there being no intimation given in the Scriptures of a middle 
state, or intermediate place. Purgatory i is an invention of the latter ages, 
an artful device of “that man of sin, the son of perdition, who oppo- 
seth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worship- 
ped, so that he as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that 
he is God.” (2 Thess. ii. 4.) And such as receive it must obviously be- 
long to that company who bear “ the mark or the name of the Beast, or 
the number of his name.” Do not the above passages therefore taken 
in connection with a second class which plainly intimate that a change 
of heart anda preparation for heaven are confined to this life, teach most 
conclusively that the condemnation of the unbelieving and impenitent is 
endless? Notice a few of these. Isa. xxxvili. 18, and lv. 6-7. Prov. 1. 
24-28. Luke xiii. 24-29. John xii. 36. 2 Cor. vi. 1,2. Heb. i. 1-10. 
Mat. xxv. 5-13. 

If, then, according to the obvious import of the former quotations, per- 
sons of a certain description are excluded from all participation in the 
~ peace § and felicity of heaven so long as they retain that character, and if 


there is a period approaching, beyond which there can be no change of 


moral character, and if the character of some be then unholy and unjust, 
then it follows incontrovertibly, that some shall suffer punishment with- 
out end. And what other rational, consistent interpretation can be given 
to those passages which set limits to the accepted time, and which pl: uin- 
ly aflirm that the day of salvation shall be succeeded by a night in which 
io man can work, and which assure us that some shall be unable to enter 
in until the door of acceptance shall be closed against them? Either 
these and on declarations were designed to teach men the eternity 
of punishment, or they were not. If this was the design of the sacred 
penmen, these are the words of truth and soberness. But if not, their 
language is not only incautious, but deceptive and unwarrantable. 

3d. ‘The reader is referred, in the next place, to such passages of the 
Book of God as describe in contrast, the future, final state of the right- 
eous and the wicked, for proof that the punishment of th» latter is end- 
less. Suchas Ps. xvit. 14,15. Dan. xi!t. 2. Math ii. 12. and vii. 13-21 
also xl. 80-43 and 47-50. and xxiv. 40-51. xxv. 23-46. Mark xvi. 16. 
John v. 28, 29. Rom. vi. 21-23. ix. 21-23. 2 Tim. ii. 19, 20. Phil. 
17-23. Gal. vi. 7,8. 2 Thess. i. 5-12. Heb. vi. 8, 9. and many others. 
That these passages have a reference to the final state of men, is evident 
from the following reasons. 

Ist. Because in several of them this state is e xpre sssly called their end. 

2d. Because the state of the righteous and wicked being put In exact 
ypposition to each other, if it be not denied that they refer to the final state 
of the former, they must, upon the principles of correct interpretation, 
alsu reter to the final state of the latter. 





SO Wreeteer.- 

















































3d. Because there isa total silence in them all, with regard to any 


succeeding state. 


ith. Because the phraseology of some of them will admit of no other ra. 
tional and consistent interpretation. If, therefore, the passages above 
referred to, teach that the future, final state of some men will be happy, 
they also as plainly teach that the future, final state of some men will be 
miserable. And if, according to the Scriptures, the final state of some 
men will be miserable, then there will be some who will suffer everlast- 
ing punishment, for no other state can succeed thet which js final, or last. 

4. In proof of the eternal condemnation of unbelieving and impeni- 
tent sinners, | would furiher adduce those passages of Scripture in which 
the terms everlasting, eternal, forever, and forever and ever are applied 
Dan. xii. 2. Math xvui. 8. xxv. 41-46. 2 Thess. i. 
9. Mark iii. 29. Jude vii. and 13. 2 Pet. i. 17. 2 Cor. iv. 18. Rey. xiv. 
10-12. xix. 38. xx. 10. &c. The advocates of Universal restoration set 
aside the force of these and similar declarations, by the sweeping asser- 
tion, that since these expressions are sometimes employed in a limited 
sense, being applied to things which we know have an end, they deter- 
mine nothing in the question at issue. Bui the reader should remember, 
Ist, that these terms are as strong 1s any in the Greek language, to ex- 
press endless duration. 
trine, words cannot be found in that very copious language, to express 
such an idea; and 2d, that although sometimes used improperly to ex- 
press the idea of limited duration, it is only when there is something in 
the context, or the nature of the subject itself, which necessarily requires 


to this future state. 


such limitation. 


The mode of interpretation adopted by the champions >f Universal- 
ism with respect to these expressions, betrays either a total ignorance of 
the philosophy of language, or an unwarrantable zeal to establish a fa- 
The sound rule of interpretation is always to give a 
word its usual and proper signification, unless something appears in the 
subject or connection in which it occurs, which determines it to be used 
in a figurative or improper sense. This rule allows every word to have 
a distinct and proper meaning of its own, only limited by the connection 
in which it ts introduced, 
advocates of a limited duration, is this: That where a word ts used in re- 
lation to diflerent things, it has no meaning in itself but that which it de- 
rives from the subject, or context. But to argue that words have no 
proper meaning of their own, and that they are to stand for nothing in 
the decision of any question, but are to mean any thing that the subject 
to which they relate can be proved t» mean without them, is grossly so- 
phistical. It reduces words to mere ciphers, and if adopted universally 
in philological interpretation, would totally annihilate language as the ve- 
hicle of communicating ideas. Words of the most definite and clearly 
established meaning, are sometimes employed in a loose, improper, or 
hyperbolical sense ; but this fact does not deprive them of their literal 
and proper signification. 
no word in the language has its meaning more distinctly defined or clear- 
ly established. No one will hesitate a moment to declare, that with 
regard to time, it properly signifies unlimited duration. Yet how often 
do we hear of endless talkers, endless disputers, &c. 

To argue from the occasional use of the word that we should attach to 
ung but that which the context may be shown to 
anifestly absurd. Would not the merest tyro in En- 


vorite hypothesis. 


it no parti ular me: 


mean without it, ts 
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If therefore these terins do not teach this doc- 


But the rule of interpretation adopted by the 


Take for example the English word, endless ; 
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vlish literature say, let the word have its proper and usual signification, 
except as in the instances above, its meaning 1s necessarily restricted by 
the subject and connection in which it stands. Nor is there the least 
danger of mistaking its import, for this is the very rule of interpretation 
which men universally adopt. 

With respect to the two Greek terms Avon and Azonios, translated 
forever, eternal, &c., the first question to be settled, according to the 
above rule of interpretation, is, what is the usual and proper import of 
these terms as employed by the sacred writers ; and this may be ascer- 
tained, Ist, from their etymology, concerning which there can be no dis- 
pute. All lexicographers agree that aion is a derivative from aed, al- 
ways ; and on, the present participle of the verb ei.2, to be, or exist. Its 
primary and proper signification, therefore, is always being, or which is 
the same thing, everlasting. It may be defined, strictly, duration with- 
out interruption and without end. But since in this, as in al] other words, 
usage always modifies the original meaning, its etymology is not suffi- 
cient to determine its proper signification as used in the Scriptures.— 
Hence it is of the utmost consequence to understand how far the mean- 
ing of aion was affected among the Greeks by usage, and more especial- 
ly in what sense it was understood when the Old ‘Testament was trans- 
lated into Greek. 

That version called the septuagint, which was in common use among 
the Jews in the days of our Lord, was made, as is well known, from the 
original Hebrew, about 300 years before Christ; and since he did not 
condemn the use of it, but on the contrary makes quotations from it, it 
cannot well be charged with great inaccuracy. In that translation then, 
the Hebrew term oulm or olam, which occurs three hundred and eight 
times, is, with the exception of about twenty instances, invariably trans- 
lated by the word aion, in some one of its various forms. Hence the two 
words were evidently regarded by the learned translators as equivalent 
in signification, or at least more nearly so than any other. If, therefore, 
we can ascertain how aiun was then understood among the Greeks, we 
shall be able to ascertain what sense the translators attached to the He- 
brew oulm, and happily, as a late writer observes, we have one of the 
best of witnesses to the usage of aion at that time and by the earliest 
Greek writers, in Aristotle, the illustrious preceptor of Alexander the 
Great. 

In his treatise, De Celo, in describing the highest heaven as the resi- 
dence of the Gods, he says, “ It therefore is evident that there is neither 
place, nor vacuum, nor time beyond. Wherefore the things there are not 
by nature adapted to exist in place ; nor does time make them grow old ; 
neither under the highest (Heaven) is there any change of any one of 
these things, they being placed beyond it; but unchangeable and pas- 
sionless, having the best, even the self-sufficient life, they continue through 
all (aiona) eternity. For, indeed, the word itself, according to the an- 
cients, divinely expressed this. For the period which comprehends the 
time of every one’s life, beyond which, according to nature, nothing ex- 
ists, is called his (ation) eternity. And for the same reason, also, the pe- 
riod of the whole heaven, even the infinite time of all things, and the pe- 
riod comprehending that infinity, is (ation) eternity ; deriving its name 
from (dei, einia) always being, immortal and divine. Whence, also, it 
is applied to other things, to some indeed (akribesteron) accurately, but to 
others (amouroteron) in the lax signigcation of (to einai to kai zen) being, 
and even life.” 
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Nothing can be more explicit and satisfactory than this testimony, as 
to the origin and usage of aion; and a more competent witness never 
lived than Aristotle. Such we may say, therefore, with certainty, was 
the meaning attached to this word at the very time in which the Septua- 
gint translation of the Old Testament was made. When used in the sense 
of eternity, it was used “accurately ;’ but when used in a modified, or 
limited sense, it was used figuratively, or improperly. Nor is there the 
smallest danger of a misunderstanding, since a very moderate degree of 
care and candor will suffice to prevent any mistake from such an occa- 
sional use of the word. Itis the caviller only that is caught in the snare 
of his own scepticism, or in the partiality of his prejudiced investigation. 
If, then, the terms aion, &c. according to their etymology and the usage 
of the best authorities, have, when accurately or properly used, the signi- 
oo of endless or unlimited duration, the next question to be settled, 

s, whether any thing appears in the subject or connexion in which they 
are found, which requires them to be taken in a limited or improper 
sense. If not, on the principles of sound interpretation, we must re- 
ceive them in their full and proper accepta‘ion. 

Now in ail those passages adduced by the advocates of a limited dura- 
tion in support of their interpretation, there 1s to be found something in 
the subject or connection, which plainly forbids their proper and usual 
signification, or in other words, determines them to be used in a figura- 
tive, lax, or improper sense. Whereas, onthe contrary, the passages in 
which these terms occur as already referred to, in support of the eterni- 
ty of future punishment, contain nothing which either plainly or implied- 
ly forbids their being understood in their full and proper signification — 
Yea, further, the antithesis which occurs in some of them, fixes the mean- 
ing beyond all rational doubt. In them, the 


pig) re ig of the righteous 
and the misery of the wicke d, are contrasted, « 


et In Opposition to each 
other, and the Spirit of God has chosen the very same terms to e xpress 
the duration of future punishme nt, which he has employed to denote the 
duration of future happiness. If then in one branch of the antithesis 
they signify unlimited duration, and all admit this with regard to the hap- 
pine ss ol the righteous, rational and consistent inte rpreti ition re quires 
that they be taken in the same acceptation with regard to the misery of 
the wicked. In short, the evidence which these passages afford in sup- 
port of the eternity of future punishment, is so overwhe ming, that in or- 
der to evade their force, Universalists are constrained to have rec ourse 
to a very licentious mode of interpretation——a mode which would by no 
means be tolerated by the learned, in the interpretation of the Greek 
and Latin classics. Sut omitting what might be said further on these 
passages, I would urge, : 

5th, such texts as expressfuture punishment byphrases which necessa- 
rily imply eternity. John, xvi. 9. Math xii. 3132. Mark iii. 39. 1 John 

16. Heb. vi. 6. and x. 26, 27. Luke ix. 25. Math x. 28, iMark ix. 43 
-48 Luke xiv. a. John ii. 36. and viii. 21. Phil. ii. 9. 


~ 


James ii. 13. 
How can these and parallel passages be rationally understood, if the 


condemnation of the wicked be not in the fullest sense eternal? What 
consistent interpretation can we put uponthem! Let the judicious 
and candid inquirer answer. If there be some for whom Christ 
refuses to intercede, some who shall not be forgiven, neither in this 
world nor in the world to come, but are obnoxious to eternal condemna- 
tion. If there be some whose sin is unto death, and not to be prayed for 
—some whom it is impossible to renew unto repentance, who are nigh 
‘nto cursing, Whose end is to be burned ; and if there be some who draw 
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back unto perdition, who lose their own souls, or are cast away, for 
whom it had been good if they never had been born—-Then, however 
awful the thought, there are some who will suffer eternal punishment, 
for these phrases unquestionably imply it. 

Moreover, if there be a Hell, a fire that never shall be quenched, 
where their worm dieth not and their fire is not quenched, if between 
this dread abode and the world of bliss, there be an impassable chasm ; 
if they who believe not the Son of God shall not see life but the wrath 
of God abideth on them ; if they die in their sins and where Christ is 
they cannot come ; if they shall have judgment without mercy and their 
end is destruction, then there will be some who will suffer endless pun- 
ishment. If after a careful, candid and prayerful examination of the 
Scripture passages cited in this essay, in proof of the eternal condemna- 
tion of all unbelieving and impenitent s nners, there be some who will 
not still be persuaded of the truth of this doctrine, I fear such will lie 
under the awful charge, ‘“‘ They would not be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead.” That man would not act more irrationally, who would 
obstinately close his eyes, and in the full blaze of day pertinaciously deny 
the existence of the noon-day sun. 

Vo this accumulated mass of Scripture evidence, one subtle objection 
has been made, These passages, say some, are but the voice of the law 
denouncing merely what sinners deserve to suffer, but the gospel, not- 
withstanding, secures the salvation of all. 

To this it is only necessary to reply, the Gospel ascertains the salva- 
tion of none except true believers. John iii. 16. Rom. i. 16. But all 
manifestly do not repent and believe the gospel, and therefore the Scrip 
tures abound with warning d.clarations respecting such. 2 Thess. i. 6- 
9. Seeing it is a righteous thing for God to recompense tribulation to 
them that trouble you, and to you who are troubled, rest with us; when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with ev- 
erlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power. Also Ps, ii. 12. Prov. xxix. 1. Acts xui. 40-46, 2 Cor. iv. 
3, 4. 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. &c. Should not the thought of such a tremen- 
dous catastrophe awaiting the unbelieving, impenitent sinner, excite all 
to take heed lest there be in any of them “an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God ?” Should it not stimulate us to make ev- 
ery effort for the salvation of others? ‘ Knowing the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men.” J.D. 


Art. IV. Extracts from a Clerzyman’s Diary. 

Alembert, a celebrated French mathematician, lived about thirty vears 
in the house of his nurse, where he pursued his studies with unwearied 
activity. His nurse had heard him spoken of as the writer of many 
books, and a great scholar, but never imagined that he was a great man: 
on the contrary, pitying him as the victim of a foolish delusion, she said 
to him one day :—* You will never be any thing but a philosopher ;—a 
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fool who toils and plagues himself during his life, that people may talk of 
him when he is no more.” 

Whatever we may think of the humble nurse’s estimate of philosophy, 
there is no doubt she was correct in judging of this sober deist’s mo- 
tives; and right, too, in pronouncing him a fool. All human learning, 
without the knowledge of “ Jesus Christ, and Him crucified,” will leave 
the heart unhappy and unsatisfied, and when “ they go to the dead,” will 
be found in the day of judgment worse than vanity. Alembert died in 
1783, and how seldom is he spoken of now. The dust of his grave be- 
gins to cover his name and his works, and in the “ days to come shall all 
be forgotten.” 

Miserable and mistaken man! Of what avail was it, when he enter- 
ed eternity, that his name stood high in the estimation of men, adorned 
with the honors of science, while he remained destitute of that learning 
which alone can save the soul! Alas, it is too true, that such philoso- 
phers are fools; spending their lives in toil and anxiety, and even when 
the literary laurel crowns their brow, are they satisfied? The sciences 
are indeed delightful and profitable, when studied in connection with the 
gospel, and in subserviency to the glory of God. In this way only, 
however, can they minister comfort to the heart. Let the christian 
scholar then say :—May I never pen a line, nor pursue a study, but may, 
in some way, be made conducive to the glory of my God, the welfare of 
my fellow-men, and the salvation of my own soul. Then, though | 
should never be talked of ‘when I am no more,” though my name 
should never find a place on the roll of science, on the page of history, 
I may yet have reason to cherish the humble hope, that 1 shall not die as 
a fool dieth, nor yet have lived in vain: and though my name may not 
be found in human records, it shall, through the merits of my Saviour 
God, be found inscribed, by the hand of mercy, in a record more lasting 
than brass or marble: a record, which will stand untouched by that fire 
which will reduce to ashes every monument of earthly glory ; and when 


time itself shall be no longer, will invest me with eternal fame, immortal 
glory, 


The ancients, in their heathen mythology, represented death as the 
daughter of might, and sister of sleep. Homer speaks of sleep and 
death as twins; while Hesiod names them the sons of night. The body, 
touched by death, does indeed seem only to sleep. Beautiful it is yet, 
for corruption has not begun its work: but ah! whither hath the spirit 
fled? The soul—the deathless soul, is it convulsed with agony, and 
sinking deeper and deeper in the everlasting burnings; or, covered with 
glory, is it rising higher and higher, with the angels around the throne, 
in the happiness and joys of heaven? The body sleeps indecd, and will 
sleep, till the trumpet of the archangel awakes, and summons it to judg- 
ment. But the soul cannot sleep. While eternity rolls on, it will live— 
live, convulsed with agony ; or filled every moment with a fulness of 
joy, so sweet and holy, that the enraptured spirit can wish for nothing 
more. Omy soul, when death seizes on thy body asits prey, how will it be 
with thee? “ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; he 
that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.” ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.” ‘ Lord, I am thine, 
save me.” 

The christian, however, is the only one who has any just ground to 
look forward to death as a friend—as a sweet and gentle sleep. Yes, it 
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is, properly spe aking, true of the believer, that he does not die at all. He 
falls asleep in Jesus. De sath breaks the chains of sin and mortality, 
which held ¥ soul in bondage. The conflict is over. The spirit is 
free. It is in heaven. It 1s encircled with glory. May we not 
then well e xpostul ite with the christian; why should you fear death ? 
The night of death, to you, will usher in the morning ‘of glory. And 
can it, christian, be indeed so painful and gloomy, and sad to die ; 
to lav down the body in its bed of rest; that “the soul may ascend to 
where your *‘sun shall no more go down—but the Lord shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory?” Is it painful to be 
freed from this body of sin and death, which would drag the soul 
down to the earth, and lead it to seek for its portion the serpeat’s 
curse—-to “pant after the dust of the earth?” Is it indeed so ter- 
rible to leave a world of changes, of storms or tempests, of pain and 
sorrow, for the rest, and peace, and unfading joy of the Heaven of 
Heavens’? Can it be a subject of regret and sorrow to exchange this 
miserable, dying life, of three-score years and ten, for the life of ‘angels, 
the life of glory ? Your body must indeed be hidden in the grave: but 
soon your buried dust shall rise again, and proclaim the power of Him 
who hath destroyed death, and ** Him that hath the power of death.” 
You must encounter the king of terrors—but fear him not; his power 
is broken, his sting is gone. The heathen Greeks, ignorant of the true 
nature of death, and the eternity to which it introduces the soul, yet re- 
yresented death as a gentle being, a beautiful youth: and some of the 
Jewish Rabbis speak of Samael, the angel of death, as removing, with 
a kiss, those who die in early youth. 

To you, christian, it is true that death is an angel of mercy, sent to 
bring you to your Father’s house in peace: a chariot sent by your Re- 
deemer to bear you to glory ; and the grave, the gate through whic hyou 
pass to your home. 

Yes, you must go through the valley of death. But fear not. To 
you, it will be the ¥ alley of vision and glory, beyond which, clouds, and 
darkness, and sorrows are known no more. You must wear the gar- 
ments of the grave. But the voice from heaven shall be heard in that 
house of silence : ‘* Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust, for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead :—T hy 
dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise,” and 
the garments of death shall be exc hanged for the robes of glory. Death, 
to you, is asleep; and the grave a sweet bed of rest for the body, while 
the soul is away in glory. Pe rhaps death has even now breathed upon 
y u, and the damp of the grave is on thy brow. But fear not. The 
1 deal of life, O death, has “bee nin thy gloomy mansions, and strippe d 
them of all theirterror. ‘The gloom of the grave is scattered. The sun 
of righteousness has dispelled its darkness. “The breaker is gone up 
before you,” and the eye of faith can now see aman this land of dark- 
ness, the mansions of peace opened for us, by the power and love of an 
incarnate God. Grave, boasting grave, thy victory is lost: death, off- 
spring of sin, thy dreadful sting 1s gone. “ Thanks be to God, which giv- 
eth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


ing surrounded by the praises of his infatuated country men, yet 
died in all the horrors of agony and despair. “Crush the wretch, 
(meaning precious Christ,) had been the motto of this blasphemer and 
his associates in crime ; and now, stricken by the just judgments of the 
Saviour he had scorned, he dies, calling sometimes in despairing anguish 
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on the name of Jesus; and at others, pouring out bitter imprecations 
against his infidel companions, as the cause of his destruction. He had 
blasphemed the God of heaven, and, like Herod, in the hour of his pride, 

by the hand of the Almighty he is smitte n, confessing that “he had come 


to Paris to find his glory and his grave. “ Doctor,” said the miserable 
man to the physician who attended him, “1 will give you half of what I 
am worth, if you will give me six months life.” "Phe doctor answered, 


‘* Sir, you cannot live six weeks.” Voltaire replied, “ then I shall go to 
hell and you will go with me :” and thus tortured by the fearful fore- 
bodings of coming wrath, in all the horrors of de ‘spair, he continued 
sometimes crying out onthe name of Christ ; sometimes complaining ya aut 
he was abandoned by God and man; sometimes blaspheming, till i 
agony he expired. 

Now, what infidel, standing on the ashes of the guilty Voltaire, would 
willingly purchase the applause which a deluded world paid to his per- 
verted genius, and take with it the tortures of his terrible death-bed? 
When struggling with death, and trembling at an opening eternity, what 
unbeliever then would reject the joyful hopes, the blessed prospects of 
the humble christian, and choose the fearful forebodings, the racking 
apprehensions, the awful agony of this idol of France ; an agony which 
the Mareschal d’Richelieu, when he retired from the bed-side, declared 
to be a sight too dreadful to be sustained ’ 

But David Hume, say the enemies of the gospel, ‘‘ died as a philoso- 
pher dies.” Yes, Hume did try to forget death and the judgment; did 
try, by playing at whist, to calm the agony of his mind; to jest and 
laugh when on the brink of eternity :—and, even if his attempts at wit 
had not been feigned, and his apparent indifference a desperate effort to 
conceal from the world the agony of his soul, yet, is it “ philosophy” or 
folly, in the criminal, which leads him to jest and dance as he is led to 
execution ; which leads one, who boasts of the dignity of human nature, 
to affec to die like a bru'e? 

It is, however, now well known, that in all Hume’s jesting and buf- 
foonery on his death-bed, he was pretending to a calmness which he did 
not feel ; trying to die as a fool dieth; while his heart was convulsed 
with terror: and that he sunk down at last with a fearful looking for of 
judgment. 

We know, indeed, that there are some who have led godless lives, who 
have neglected or denied the atonement, and disbelieved the divine de- 
clar ation, that through the blood of Christ alone is the remission of sin: 
we know that some such have died. in the language of a careless world, 
‘*as a lamb,” and have “no bands in their death:” but we also know, 
that such die with a “lie in their right hand.” Have you, reader, seen 
such an individual on a death-bed, careless about escaping the coming 
wrath, trusting to his moral life and his freedom from gross vice,—trust- 
ing in any thing else than the blood of Jesus for salvation; relying on 
any thing else for acceptance with a Holy God, than free justification 
through the atoning sacrifice of the Son of God? Have you seen him, 
when death was at the door, and eternity opening before him, thus trust- 
ing, and then dying without a pang, without remorse of conscience, or 
any apparent dread of the just judgment of the Almighty /—yet be not 
deceived. It was ignorance of his true state before God ; ignorance of 
his guilt and danger; or hardness of heart, or a seared conscience, 
ora strong de sJusion, to which the God he had insulted had given him up ; 
or the agony of bodily pain, or the Jangour of disease, that spread this 




































, 7 ih ete - 


‘ _Y P- 9n112700¢ 
RO Precious Remedies against Satan's Devices. 


deadly calmover his soul. Ah! this is indeed saying peace, peace, when 
there is no peace: “for when they shall say peace and safety, then su l- 
den destruction cometh upon them—and they shall not escape.” “ Lhere 
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. However men may think 
and talk, and live in the time of health, yet, when they must stand be- 
fore God, instead of choosing between the deaths of a Hume and a Vol- 
taire, would they not all, in the spirit of true philosophy and right rea- 
son, say with Balaam, “ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be |ike his.” Preparation for death does not, however, con- 
sist in wishing, nor is it the work of a moment. It does not consist In 
repeating prayers and uttering sighs on a death bed, as a kind of charm 
to draw down the blessing. Let every day, let your whole life be de- 
voted to this great work, by glorifying God, believing on Jesus, and seek- 
ing to be found in Him. Remember that the day of your death is draw- 
ing near. Remember that God will soon command death to do unto 
you, as to the dead who have gone before you ; ‘‘and because I will do 


this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God.” MAXTON. 








Art. V. Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices. 
(Continued from Vol. XLV., page 568. ) 


PART il. 


The second thing to be shewed, is, the several devices that Satan (as to draw souls to sin, 
so) to keep souls trom holy duties, to hinder them in holy services, and to keep them 
from religious performances. ‘* And he shewed me Joshua the high priest, standing be 
fore the angel of the Lord and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.’’ Zach. 
iit. 1. The truth of this [ shall shew you in the following particulars : 


Cuarter I. The first Device that * atan hath to draw souls from holy 
duties, and to keep them from religious services, is, By presenting the 
world in such a dress, and in such a garb, as to insnare the soul, and 
steal upon its affections ; he represents the world to them in its beauty 
and bravery, which proves a bewitching sight to a world of men:* (It 
is true, this took not Christ, because Satan could find no matter in kim 
for his temptation to work upon) so that he no sooner casts out his golden 
bait, but we are ready to play with it ; he no sooner throws out his gold- 
er ball, but men are apt to run after it, though they lose God and their 
souls in the pursuit. Ah! how many professors in these days have for a 
time followed hard after God, Christ, and ordinances, till the devil hath 
set before them the world in all its beauty and bravery, which hath be- 
witched them first to have low thoughts of holy things, and then to be 
cold in their affections to them, and then to slight them; and at last, 
with the young man in the gospel, to turn their backs upon them.t— 
Where one thousand is destroyed by the world’s frowns, ten thousand 
are destroyed by its smiles. The world, siren-like, it sings us, and sinks 
us; it Kisses us, and betrays us, like Judas; it kisses us, and smites us 
under the fifth rib, like Joab. ‘The honor, splendor, and all the glory of 


The beauty of the world foils a Christian more than the strength; the flattering sun 
shine more than the blustering storm. In storms we keep our garments close about us. 

t The inhabitants of Nilus are deaf by the noise of the waters; so the world makes such 

# Noise in men sears, that they cannot hear the things of heaven 
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this world, are but sweet poisons, that will much endanger us, if they do 
not eternally destroy us. Now the remedies against this device of Sa- 
tan, are these : 

Remedy 1. Against this device of Satan, dwell upon the impotency 
and weakness of all things here below ; they are not able to secure you 
from the least evil :* they are not able to procure you the least desira- 
ble good. The crown of gold cannot cure the head-ache, nor the velvet 
slipper ease the gout ; nor can the jewel about the neck take away the 
pain of the teeth. The frogs of Egypt entered into rich men’s houses as 
well as the poor; our daily experience evidences this, that all the ho- 
nors, riches, &c. that men enjoy, cannot free them from the cholic, nor 
the fever.t Nay, what is more strange, a great deal of wealth cannot 
keep men from falling into extreme poverty, Judges 1. 6. you shall find 
seventy kings with their fingers and toes cut off, glad like whelps to lick 
up crumbs under another king’s table, and shortly after, the same king 
that brought them to this penury, is reduced to the same poverty and 
misery. Why then should that be a bar to keep thee out of heaven, 
that cannot give thee the least ease on earth ? 

Rem. 2. Dwell upon the vanity and impotency of all worldly good. 
This is the sum of Solomon’s sermon, ‘ Vanity of vanity, and all is vani- 
ty.{ This our first parents found, and therefore named their second 
son Abel, or Vanity. Solomon who had tried these things, could best 
tell the vanity of them, and he preached this sermon over again and again, 
‘Vanity of vanity, and all is vanity.’§ It is sad to think how many 
thousands there are that can say with the preacher, ‘ Vanity of vanity, 
all is vanity,’ nay, swear it, and yet follow after these things, as if there 
were no glory, nor felicity, but what is to be found in them. Such men 
will sell Christ, heaven, and their souls for a trifle, who cal! these things 
vanity, but do not cordially believe them to be so. They set their hearts 
upon them, as if they were their crown, the top of all their royalty. Oh! 
let your souls dwell upon the vanity of all things here below, till your 
Loerie are 80 thoroughly convinced and persuaded of the vanity of them, 
as to trample upon them, and make them a footstool for Christ to get 
up, and ride in a holy triumph in your hearts. : ; 

Chrysostom said once, ‘ That if he were the fittest in the world to 
preach a sermon to the whole world, gathered together in one congrega- 
tion, and had some high mountain for his pulpit, from whence he might 
have the prospect of all the world in his view, and were furnished with 
a voice of brass, a voice as loud as the trumpet of the arch-angel, that 
all the world might hear him, he would choose to preach upon no other 
text than that in the Psalms, ‘O mortal men, how long will ye love va- 
nity, and follow after leasing.’ a 

Tell me, you that say all things under the sun are vanity, if you really 
bel.eve what you say! Why do you spend more time and thoughts on 


t Gilimex, king ot the Vandals, led in triumph by Belisarius, cried out, ‘‘ Vanity of va 
nity, all is vanity.” , ! ' ro 
; The fancy of Lucian, who placeth Charon on the top of an high hill, viewing all the 
affairs of men living, and looking on their great cities as little bird’s nests, ie very pleasant. 
|| Ah, did we but weigh man’s pain with his payment, his crosses with his mercies, his 
miseries with his pleasures, we should then see, that there is nothing got by the bargain, 


and conclude, ** Vanity of vanity, all as vanity.” 


Vor. XV. 6 
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the world, than you do on Christ, heaven, and your immortal! souls me 
Why do you then neglect your duty towards God, to get the world !— 
Why do you then so eagerly pursue after the world, and remain so cold 
in your pursuit after God, Christ, and holiness?’ Why then are your 
hearts so exceedingly raised, when the world comes in, and smiles upon 
you ; and so much dejected and cast down, when the world frowns upon 
you, and with Jonah’s gourd, withers before you. 

Rem. 3. Consider the uncertainty, mutability, and inconstancy, of all 
things under the sun.* Man himself is but the dream of a dream, the 
generation of a fancy, an empty vanity, and a poor, feeble, dying flash. 
All temporals are as transitory as a hasty torrent, a shadow, a ship, a 
bird, an arrow, a post that passeth by ; ‘ Why shouldest thou set thine 
eyes upon that which is not?’ saith Solomon. And saith the apostle, 
‘The fashion of this world passeth away. Heaven only hath a founda- 
tion, earth hath none, but is hung upon nothing,’ as Job speaks. The 
apostle willed Timothy, to ‘Charge rich men that they be not high- 
minded, nor put their trust in uncertain riches.’+ They are like bad ser- 
vants, whose shoes are made of running leather, and who will never tar- 
ry long with one master; as a bird hoppeth from tree to tree, so do the 
honors and riches of this world pass from man to man ; let Job and Ne- 
buchadnezzar testify this truth, who fell from great wealth to great want. 
No man can promise himself to be wealthy till night; one storm at sea, 
one coal of fire, one false friend, one unadvised word, one false witness, 
may make thee a beggar and a prisoner all at once. AH the riches and 
glory of this world are but as smoke and chaff, that vanisheth ; ‘As a 
dream and vision in the night, that tarrieth not.{ As if a hungry man 
dream, and think that he eateth, and when he awakes, his soul is empty ; 
and like a thirsty man which thinketh he drinketh, and behold when he 
is awaked, his soul is faint, as the prophet Isaiah saith.§ Where is the 
glory of Solomon? The sumptuous buildings of Nebuchadnezzar’? The 
nine hundred chariots of Sisera? The power of Alexander? The an- 
thority of Augustus, that commanded the whole world to be taxed ?— 
Those that have been the most glorious, in what men generally account 
glorious and excellent, have had inglorious ends ; as Sampson for strength ; 
Absalom for beauty ; Ahitophel for policy ; Haman for favor; Asael for 
swiftness ; Alexander for great conquest, and yet after twelve years was 
poisoned ; you may see the same in the four mighty kingdoms, the Chal- 
dean, Persian, Grecian, and Roman, how soon were they gone and for- 
gotten! Now rich, now poor; now full, now empty ; now honorable, 
now despised ; now health, now sickness ; now strength, now weakness. || 
Oh! let not these uncertain things keep thee from those holy services, 
and heavenly employments, in which you may be happy here, and in 
which thy soul may be eternally blessed, when all these transitory things 
shall bid it an everlasting farewell. 





* Riches were never true to any that trusted in them; they have deceived men, as Job’s 
brook did the poor traveller, in the summer season, Job xi. 15. 

t 1 Cor. vii. 31. intimateth, ‘* That there is nothing of any firmness, nor solid consis. 
tence in the creature.’’ 


+ The most renowned Frederick lost all, and sued to b d 
Po tery all, sued to be made but sexton of the chureh 

§ I have read of a poor fisherman, who, while his nets were a drying, slept upon the 
rock, and dreamed that he was made a king, on a sudden he ans = ond, An for 
joy, fell down from the rock, and in the place of his imaginary felicities, loses his little por- 
tion of pleasures. 


a” heer - this world John compareth to the moon, which ‘‘ increaseth and decreas- 
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Rem. 4. Seriously consider, that the great things of this world ar 
very hurtful and dangerous to the outward and inward man, through the 
corruptions that are im the hearts of men. Oh! the rest, peace, comfort, 
and content that the things of this world deprive many men of. Oh the 
fears, cares, envy, malice, dangers, and mischiefs, that they subject men 
to.* They oftentimes make men carnally confident, ‘The rich man’s 
riches are a strong tower in his imagination. I said in my prosperity I 
should never be moved.’ They often swell the heart with pride, and 
make men forget and neglect God, and de sspise the rock of their salva- 
tion.t ‘When Je shurum | waxed fat, and was grown thick, and covered 
with fatness, then he forgot, and forsook God that made him, and lightly 
esteemed the rock of his salvation,’ as Moses spake. Ah! the times, the 
thoughts, the spirits, that the things of the world consume and spend. Oh! 
how do they hinder the actings of faith upon God? Interrupt our sweet 
communion with him I Abate our love to his people, cool our love to the 
things of God, and induce us to act like those that are most unlike him ? 
Oh! the deadness and barrennéss that attend men under great outward 
mercies.{ Oh! how the riches of the world choke the word; so that 
men live under the most soul-searching, and soul-enriching means, with 
lean souls. They have full purses, but their hearts are empty of grace. 
In Gen. xiii. 2, it is said, that ‘ Abraham was very rich in cattle, ia silver, 
and in gold.’ According to the Hebrew, it is, ‘ Abraham was very hea- 
vy;’ to shew, that riches are a heavy burden, and a hinderance many 
times to heaven and happiness. § 

Kirg Henry the fourth aske d the Duke of Alva, ‘If he had observed 
the great eclipse of the sun which had lately happened!’ * No, (said the 
duke) I have so much to do on earth, that 1 have no leisure to look up to 
heaven.’ Ah! that this were not true of most professors in these days ; 
it is sad to think, that their hearts and times are so much taken up with 
earthly things, that they have scarce any leisure to look up to heaven, or 
alter Christ, and the things that belong to their everl isting peace. 

Ric ed though well got, yet are but like manna, those that gathered 
little had no want, and those that gathered more, it was of no use to 
them. ‘The world is troublesome, and yet it is loved ; what would it 
be, if it were peaceable? You embrace it, though filthy; what would 
you do if it were beautiful? You cannot keep your hands from the 
thorns; how earnest would you be then in gathering the flowers ?\| The 
world may be fitly likened to the serpent Scytale, whereof it is report- 
ed, that when she cannot overtake the flying passengers, she doth with 
her beautiful colors so astonish and amaze them, that they have no pow- 
er to pass away, till she has stung them. Ah! how many thousands are 
there now on earth, that have found this true by experience ; they have 
spun a f; ur thre ad to str angle the mselve 28, both temporally and ete rnally, 
being bewitched by the beauty and glory of this enticing world. 


Henry the second hearing Mentz, his chief city, was taken, used this blesphemous 
speech, ‘¢] shall never,” said he, ** love God any more, that suffered a city so dear to me, 
to be taken from me. 

t When one presented Ant ipater, king of Macedonia, with a book treating of happiness, 
his answer was, ‘*I have no leieure.”’ 

That four good mothers begat four bad daughters; great familiarity begets contempt, 
truth hatred, virtue envy, Tic hes ignorance. A French prover rb. 

§ Policrates bestowed five tulents for a gift upon one Anacreon, who for two nights after 
was sotroubled with care how to keep them, and how to bestow them, that he carried them 
back again to Policrates, saying, ** They were not worth the pains he had already taken 
for them.,”’ 

. Sicily is so full of sweet flowers that dogs cannot hunt ay and what do all the 
et contents of this world, but make us lose the scent of heave 
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Rem. 5. Consider, that all the felicity of this world is mixed: our 
light is mixed with darkness, our joy with sorrow, our pleasures with 
pain, &c. Hf our light be spiritual, clear, and quick, we may see in the 
felicity of this world, our wine mixed with water, our honey with gall, 
our sugar with wormwood, and our roses with thorns. Sorrow attends 
worldly joy, danger, worldly safety ; loss, worldly labors ; tears, world- 
ly purposes. As to these things men’s hopes are vain, their sorrow cer- 
tain, and their joy feigned. The apostle calls this world, ‘A sea of 
glass ;’ a sea for the trouble of it, and glass for the brittleness and bitter- 
ness of it. * The honors, profits, pleasures, and delights of this world, 
are true gardens of Adonis, where we can gather nothing but trivial 
flowers, surrounded with many briars.’ 

Rem. 6. Get better acquaintance, and assurance of more blessed and 
glorious things.* That which raised up their spirits, Heb. x. and x1. t» 
trample upon all the beauty and glory of the world, was the acquaintance 
with ‘and assurance of better and more durable things ; they took joy 
fully the spoiling of their goods, knowing in themselves, that they had 
in heaven a better and a more enduring substance. They looked for a 
house that had foundations, whose builder and maker was God: and 
they looked for another country, even an heavenly. ‘They saw him that 
was invisible, and had an eye to the recompence of reward.’{ And this 
made them count all the glory and bravery of this world, too poor and 
contemptible for them to set their hearts upon. The main reason why 
men dote upon the world, and damn their souls to get it, 1s, ‘ because 
they are not acquainted with a greater glory.’ Men ate acorns, till they 
were acquainted with the use of wheat. Ah! were men more acquaint- 
ed with what union and communion with God means; what it is to 
‘have a new name, and a new stone, that none knows, but he that hath 
it ; did they but taste more of heaven, and live more in heaven, and had 
more glorious hopes of going to heaven, how easily would they have the 
moon under their feet ? 

It was an excellent saying of Lewis of Bavaria, emperor of Germany, 
‘Such goods are worth getting and owning, as will not sink, nor wash 
away, if a shipwreck happen, but will wade and swim out with us.’ It 
is recorded of Lazarus, ‘that after his resurrection trom the dead, he 
was never seen to laugh, his thoughts and atiections were so fixed in hea- 
ven, though his body were on earth; and therefore he could not but 
slight temporal things, his heart was so bent and set upon eternals.’— 
There are goods of the throne of grace, as God, Christ, the Spirit, adop- 
tion, justification, remission of sin, peace with God, and peace with con- 
science ; and there are goods of the foot-stool, as honors, riches, the fa- 
vors of creatures, and other comforts and accommodations of this life. 
Now he that hath acquaintance with, and assurance of the goods of the 
throne, will easily trample upon the goods of the foot-stool.{ Ah that 
you would make it your business and work, to mind and make more sure 
to your own souls, the great things of eternity, that will yield you joy 
in life, peace in death, and a crown of righteousness in the day of Christ's 





* Let heaven be a man’s object, and earth will seen be his abject. 

t Luther being at one time in some wants, it happened that a good sum of money was 
unexpectedly sent him by a nobleman of Germany, at which being something amazed, he 
a that God will give me my reward here, but | protest } will not be so satis- 

ed. 

t When Basil was tempted with money and preferment, saith he, ‘* Give me money 


that may last for ever, and glory that may eternally flourish: for the fashi f this wo 
passeth away, as the waters of ariver that run by acity.” a 
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appearing; that will lift up your souls above all the beauty and bravery 
of this bewitching world, and raise your feet above other men’s heads. 
When a man comes to be assured of a crown, a sceptre, the royal robes, 
&c. he then begins to have low, mean and contemptible thoughts of 
those things that before he highly prized; so will assurance of more 
great and glorious things, raise in the soul a holy scorn and contempt of 
all these poor trifling things, which the soul before valued above God, 
Christ, heaven, &c. 

Rem. 7. Seriously consider, that true happiness and satisfaction is not 
to be had in the enjoyment of any worldly good. True happiness is toe 
big and glorious a thing to be found in any thing that is below that God 
that is a Christian’s chieftest good.* The blessed angels, those glittering 
courtiers, have all felicity and blessedness; and yet they have neither 
gold nor silver, jewels, nor any of the beauty and glory of this world; 
certainly, if happiness were to be found in these things, the Lord Jesus, 
who is the right and royal heir of all things, would have exchanged his 
cradle for his crown, his birth-chamber (a stable) for a royal palace ; 
his poverty for plenty ; his despised followers for shining courtiers ; and 
his mean provisions for the choicest delicacies, &c.¢ Certainly ‘ happi- 
ness lies not in those things that a man may enjoy, and yet be miserable 
for ever.” Now ‘aman may be great, and graceless, with Pharoah; 
honorable, and damnable, with Saul; rich, and miserable, with Dives,’ 
&c. therefore happiness lies not in these things. Certainly happiness 
lies not in those things that cannot comfort a man upon a dying bed: is 
it honors, riches, or friends,{ &c. that can comfort thee when thou com- 
est to die? Or is it not rather faith in the blood of Christ, the witness 
of his Spirit, the sense and feeling of his love and favor, and the hopes 
of eternally reigning with him? Can happiness lie in those things that 
cannot give us health, strength, or ease, a good night’s rest, an hour’s 
sleep, or a good appetite? Why, all the honors, riches and delights of 
this world cannot give us these poor things ; therefore, certainly happi- 
ness lies not in the enjoyment of them, &c. And surely happiness is not 
to be found in these things that cannot satisfy the souls of men: now 
none of these things can satisfy the soul. He that loveth silver, shall 
not be satisfied with silver, nor he that loveth abundance with increase ; 
‘this is also vanity,’ said the wise man.§ The barren womb, the horse- 
leech’s daughter, hell and the grave, will as soon be satisfied, as the sou! 
of man will by the enjoyment of any worldly good. Some one thing or 
other will be for ever wanting to that soul that hath nothing but outward 
good to live upon. You may as soon fill a bag with wisdom, a chest 
with virtue, or a circle with a triangle, as the heart of man with any 
thing here below. A man may have enough of the world to sink him, 
but he can never have enough to satisfy him, &c. 

Rem. 8. Solemnly consider the dignity of the soul. Oh, the soul of 
man is of more worth than a thousand worlds ; we cannot abase it more 
than by letting it dote upon a little shining earth, a little painted beauty 





g True happiness lies only in our enjoyment of a ‘suitable good, a pure good, a total 
good, and an eternal good; and God is only such a good, and such a good can only satisfy 


the soul of man.” 
t Philosophers could say, ‘ That he was never a happy man, that might afterwards be- 


come miserable.” ; . , 
t Gregory the great used to say, ‘* He is poor whose soul is void of grace, not whose 


20 ffe e empty of money.”’ 
5 The jewee sa t> 4 soul an be busied abeut other things, but it cannot be filled with 


them. 
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and fading glory, when it is capable of union with Christ, communion 
with God, and of enjoying the eternal vision. 

Seneca could say, ‘I am too great, and born to greater things, than 
that I should be a slave to my body.’ Oh, do you say, my soul is too 
great, and born to greater things than that I should confine it to the heap 
of white and yellow earth. 

I have been longer upon the remedies that may help us against this 
dangerous device of Satan, because he doth usually more hurt to th 
souls of men by this, than by all other devices. For a close, I wish, as 
once Chrysostom did, that that sentence, Eccl. 11. 11. * Then F looked on 
all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labor that I had la- 
bored to do ; and behold all was vanity and vexation of spint, and there 
was no profit under the sun,” were engraven on the door-posts into which 
you enter, on the tables where you sit, on the dishes out of which you 
eat, on the cups out of which you drink, on the bedsteads where you lie, 
on the walls of the house where you dwell, on the garments which you 
wear, on the heads of the horses on which you ride, and on the foreheads 
of all them whom you meet, that your souls may not, by the beauty and 
glory of the world, be kept from those holy and heavenly services, in 
which you may be blessed while you live, and happy when you die ; that 
you may breathe out your last into his bosom who lives for ever, and who 
will make them happy for ever that prefer Christ’s spirituals and eter- 
nals, above all temporal, transitory things. 


{ lo be continue d ) 


Art. Vl. The General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church. 

This Judicatory met in this city on Wednesday, the 6th ult. We ex 
tract the following from a report of their proceedings in the Christian 
Intelligencer :-— 

The Committee appointed at the last Synod to open a correspondence 
with the Reformed Presbyterian Church, reported a plan for maintaining 
this correspondence which had received the sanction of the Synod of that 
Church, and being read by paragraphs, it was adopted by the General 
Synod of the Dutch Church. The following is the plan:— 

I. The Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church and the Ge- 
neral Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, shall each appoint a 
minister with an alternate, to sit in the highest judicatory respectively, 
with the privilege of deliberating on all subjects coming before them, and 
of making suggestions on matters affecting the interests of both bodies 
mutually or pertaining to the general interests of religion—but not of 
voting. 

II. There shall be fraternal intercourse between ministers of each 
body ; and private members shall be received by each church, from the 
other, on proper credentials: subject to the rules which govern each, in 
the admission of members. 

The two bodies respectively shall honor each others acts of disei- 
pline, reserving, however, to themselves, the right of reviewing all such 
cases. 


A report was received from the Delegates appointed to attend the 


meeting of the last General Assembly, stating that in consequence of 


the division which has taken place in that body, they did not produce 





or 
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their credentials from this Synod, but felt that their duty was discharged 
by simply informing the General Synod of the fact of such division. 

This report elicited considerable discussion before the Synod, and the 
subject was not disposed of when the Synod adjourned. 

Thursday, 7th June. 

After the call of the roll this morning, the Rev. John McLeod, of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, was announced as the delegate to the 
Synod, from that body, and was invited to take his seat as a corresponding 
member. At alate periol of the session to day, the plan of correspond- 
ence with that respected body, which had been adopted yesterday, was 
reconsidered, with a view of introducing a substitute to the 2d Article. 
This was adopted without any hesitation, it being the Article which had 
been agreed upon by the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. 

It is as follows: 

“ The ministers, members and’ judicatories of these churches, (treat- 
ing each other with christian respect,) shall always recognize the validity 
of each others’ acts and ordinances consonant to the word of God; it 
being understood that any ecclesiastical judicatory belonging to either 
body, may examine persons or review cases of discipline or points 
at present peculiar or distinctive to themselves respectively.” 

CoRRESPONDENCE WITA THE GENERAL AssemBLy.—The Synod, after 
hearing the above mentioned reports, had submitted to them the report of 
the Committee on Correspondence, to whom had been referred the Re- 
port of the Delegates to attend the last meeting of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church. This subject elicted very considerable 
discussion, and was not finished when the hour of adjournment arrived. 

Thursday Afternoon. 

After the opening of the Synod this afternoon, they resumed the un- 
finished business of the morning. Several amendments to the report 
were proposed, and much debate of an animated character was had upon 
the whole subject. The Synod appeared to be divided upon one of 
two courses—either to suspend all correspondence with the Assembly at 
present, and of course receive the delegates of neither party—or to re- 
cognize the Assembly called the Old School, and admit their delegates 
upon the floor of the Synod. But at length it was thought best not to 
give any expression of the Synod upon the difficulties existing in that 
highly respected church—but for the present, suspend all correspon- 
dence. In this, they considered themselves justified, not only from the 
circumstances of the case, but from the fact that the General Assembly, 
last year, did not appoint any delegates to the General Synod of the 
Dutch Church. The original report of the Committee, which was 
framed upon these principles, was at length adopted by a very large ma- 
jority. ‘The report is as follows: 

The Committee on Correspondence, to whom was referred the report 
of our Delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in-the United States, respectfully submit for the adoption of Synod, the 
following preamble and resolution: 

Whe eas, Your delegates represent that they refrained from offering 
their credentials, in consequence of the occurrence of peculjar circum- 
stances, not contemplated at the period of their appointment, by which, 
on the organization of the Assembly, two bodies were created, each 
claiming to be the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 

And Whereas, While we deeply sympathize with our beloved sister 
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church inher trials, and earnestly pray that they may be overruled by 
Divine Providence for the furtherance of truth and purity, yet neither 
duty claims, nor propriety allows that this Synod, either by its delegates, 
or its own official acts, shou'd even appear to assume the authority of an 
arbitrator between the opposing portions of another ecclesiastical body. 

Therefore, Resolved, That, under the circumstances of the case, Synod 
approve the course pursued by said delegates. ft ost . 

Resolved, That, for the present, Synod will abstain from all action 
under the terms of correspondence, existing between the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church and the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Protestant Dutch Church, so far as relates to the interchange of 
delegates between the two bodies. 

By order of the Committee, 
THOMAS E. VERMILYE, Chairman. 

(This aetion of the Synod in relation to the division m the Genera! 
Assembly is very strange. We had hardly supposed it possible that there 
eould have been any debate ina professedly orthodox body, or hesita 
tion in any individual mind of a Presbyterian stamp, respecting the ques- 
tion whether the Orthodox Presbyterian General Assembly or the Pela 
gian Congregationalist General Assembly should be recognized as the 
true, regular, and genuine General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States. On this proceeding of the Dutch Synod, Tue 
PrespyTEeRiaN remarks as follows: “Our readers will learn with sur- 
prise that the Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church at its recent ses- 
sions, has virtually refused to recognize the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church. We abstain from any further comment than the 
expression of our regret, that this respectable body should have done an 
act, which may, in all probability, prevent any future interchange of de- 
legates between it and the General Assembly.” } 

Associate Rerormep Caurcn.—A communication was received 
from the Stated Clerk of the General Synod of this Church, containing 
an extract from their minutes relative to the proposed correspondence 
of the Synod of the Dutch Church with them. They decline the propo 
sition to send delegates from each body, but express simply their willing- 
ness to correspond by letter. The communication was referred to the 
Committee on Correspondence. 

Convention at Prrrspurcu.—On retiring from the Synod, the Rev. 
Mr. McLeod handed to the President a letter from the Rev. Mr. Wilson, 
inviting the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, to unite, by 
delegation, in a Convention which the Synod of the Reformed Presby- 
terian Church have recommended, to be held at the city of Pittsburgh, in 
October ensuing, for the purpose of effecting, if possible, a closer union 
between these churches, who approximate in doctrine, in worship and 
in order. The communication was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence. 

Tuesday June 12th. 

Corresponpence.—The report of the Committee on Correspondence 
was then presented. One item in this report excited great interest and 
much discussion. It was that in reference to the proposed Convention 
to be held in Pittsburgh in October next. The Committee submitted the 
propriety of appointing certain persons to be present in the Convention, 
that the Synod might be apprized efficiently of the objects and acts cf 
the Convention. This proposition was much opposed by some, and 
warmly advocated by others. But as they could not arrive to any defi- 
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nite conclusion on the subject, and some amendments had been proposed 
which the Synod were not ready to act upon, and there was not time to 
cons der them, the whole subje ct was recommitted, with a view to its be- 
ing presented for the action of the Synod to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 13th June. 

Corresponpence.—The Committee on Correspondence, whose re- 
port had been recommitted yesterday afternoon, submitted it again this 
morning. It now caused very little debate, and was soon adopted. It 
is as follows: 

The Committee on Correspondence, in addition to the report already 
adopted by Synod, would respectfully submit, that various documents 
have been referred to their notice, claiming the consideration of this 
body, in regard to which severally they would suggest the following 
action : 

Ist. The Chairman of your Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
states that he has no communication to present from the General Synod 
of Edinburgh. He “ hopes that the Committee may be continued and 
instructed to publish i in the Christian Intelligencer, any communication 
which may be received from the General Synod of the United Associate 
Church in Scotland, and any which they may make to the aforesaid Sy- 
nod.”’ He also suggests that as the Rev. Dr. Brodhead has removed to 
a distance from the city of New-York, and another member of the 
Committee resides at Somerville, N.J., it will be proper to place another 
member on the Committee, resident in New-York, for the sake of conve- 
nient consultation.” 

Your Committee would respectfully propose, with reference to the fore- 
going communications, the following resolutions : 

Resolved, The said Committee on Foreign Correspondence be contin- 
ued, and that they be authorised to make such publications in the Chris- 
tian Intelligeacer, of letters received or sent, as in their judgment may 
be advisable. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Ferris be substituted as a member of said 
Committee, in the place of Rev. Dr. Brodhead. 

2d. From the Stated Clerk of the Associate Reformed Synod of New- 
York, a communication has been received in relation to the proposed 
plan of correspondence between that Synod and the General Synod of 
the Reformed Dutch Church. It will be recollected that at the last an- 
nual meeting of our body, a Committee of the aforesaid Associate Re- 
formed Synod appeared, and a plan of correspondence by delegates mu- 
tually approved by said Committee, and a Committee of this Synod was 
presented, and on our part ratified. Said plan having been submitted by 
their Committee to the Associate Reformed Synod, the following resolu- 
tion was adoped, and is communicated to this house. 

Resolved, ‘That the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, enter- 
taining sentiments of brotherly affection towards our Brethren of the 
Reformed Dutch Church, propose and agree to carry on a friendly cor- 
re spondence by the interchange of letters touching ‘the general interests 
of religion in our country and the world. 

These sentiments of brotherly affection, we would warmly reciprocate, 
and pray that divine influences may be poured down richly upon our 
brethren of the Associate Reformed Church. But as your Committee 

can discover no important ends to be attained by an interchange of let- 
ters on the general interests of religion, between neighbors in such im- 
mediate proximity, which would not be attained by an inspection of the 
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published minutes of each body, they refrain from proposing any speci- 
fic action on the subject. 

3d. From the minutes of the particular Synod of New-York, the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions, found on the minutes of the Classis of 
Poughkeepsie, have been referred to us. 

‘+ Whereas, The unpleasant intelligence has reached our ears that, in 
Holland—the land of our fathers—a persecution fur righteousness sake 
has been carried on with the approbation, if not by the authority of the Go- 
vernment; and Whereas, the Reformed Churches of some other coun- 
tries have addressed the Dutch authorities in relation to this matter, and 
expressed their sympathies for the suffering: Therefore Resolved, That 
we feel deeply distressed at what appears to us not only contrary to the 
light and liberal principles of the age in which we live, but to be a 
strange work in our father land, which, in a former age, proved the 
house of refuge for all Europe. Resolved, That it be recommended to 
General Synod to express the sentiments and feelings of our portion of 
the Reformed Dutch Church, by addressing a letter of respectful re- 
monstrance to the Dutch Government, or one of sympathy to the perse- 
cuted, or both, or in any other way deemed more appropriate.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN MANLEY, Chairman. 

While the subject to which allusion is here made, is one well calcula- 
ted to awaken and enlist the sympathies of our comunion, if the allega- 
tion set forth in the above preamble be well founded, it is also one of the 
utmost delicacy and difficulty. And as your Committee have no facts 
nor documents within their reach from which to form an enlightened 
judgment that might be the guide of official acts on the part of the Synod, 
if such acts were deemed proper and desirable, they therefore offer no 
resolution or recommendation in the premises. 

4th. An affectionate fraternal letter, addressed to the President of the 
Synod, and signed by Rev. Wm. Wilson, has recived the consideration 
of your .ommittee. The writer states that he has been appointed by the 
General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, a delegate to rep- 
resent that body in a proposed “ Convention of such evangelical denomi- 
nations as may be disposed to accede to the measure, for the purpose of 
promoting, and if possible effecting on a scriptural basis, the visible unity 
of those departments of the church of God ;” and he asks respectfully 
that this Synod may be represented in such Convention. By a reference 
to the minutes of the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, where is found a deeply interesting report on the subject, it ap- 
pears that the plan of this Convention embraces “those Reformed 
Churches that approximate the nearest to each other in doctrine and 
worship ;” and has received the favorable notice of several evangelical 
denominations. ‘The Convention is appointed to be held at Pittsburg, on 
the third Wednesday of October, 1838. i 

The entire subject your Committee deem to be one of profound inter- 
est and vast importance. Is it to be regarded as one of the signs of the 
times?! Is it true that the light begins to break upon the darkness and 
confusion which have so long held terrific empire over the Churches of 
ourland?! Is this the morning dawn spreading upon the mountains the 
delightful hart inger of a bright and sunny day? Have we in this move- 
ment another evidence that man’s extremity is God’s opportunity? We 
know that he can compose the troubled elements, and at a moment and 
by means the most unexpected, can bring order out of confusion. Does 
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he mean now to interpose, and by such methods to make righteousness 
and truth, and purity, and peace to spring forth before all people? We 
would attend, ready, as we hope, to follow the leadings of his providence. 
We would fee! our dependance, and realize his absolute sovereignty. ‘*He 
spe vaks and it is done, he commands and it stands fast for ever and ever.” 
The operation of his spirit can bring the watchmen to see eye to eye. 
We acknowledge that the subject in its whole aspect is well worthy of 
all the consideration it can receive. 

As regards definite action, your Committee have found no small diffi- 
culty in suggesting a course proper to be pursued in the present state of 
the matter. Their individual feelings would lead them strongly to re- 
commend that a Committee be appointed by this Synod to atte ‘nd on the 
deliberations of the proposed Convention. They certainly desire to meet 
and respond to the invitation in the same spirit of fraternal affection in 
which it his been extended. But not feeling authorized in the present 
stage of the business to recommend the formal appointment of delegates 
as to a corre sponding body, they have deemed it best to remit this point 
to the determination of Synod itself. Should it be considered ine xpedi- 
ent at present to adopt decisive steps, and no Committee be sent, they 
still ask for the subject solemn and prayerful reflection. They would 
earnestly commend it to the most attentive consideration of all who love 
the peace of Jerusalem, and bear upon their hearts the Saviour’s petition 
uttered as in anticipation of the divisions which subsequent times should 
de velope, the touching supplication that Ais disciples might all be one. 

All of which is respectiully submitted. 

Tuomas E. Vermitye, Chairman. 

Convention aT Pirrspure.—lIn relation to the proposed Convention 
at Pittsburg, to be held next October, which is referred to in the above 
Report, Synod adopte -d the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in the present state of information on the subject of the 
contemplated Convention, this Synod are not prepared to take any fur- 
ther order in the case. 

CLosr or THE Synop.—The minutes were now read and the roll call- 
ed for the purpose of recording the names of such persons as had left the 
Synod without leave. The names of one minister and two Elders were 
put upon this black list. 


Art. VII. Missionary Intecligence. 
[Facts collected from the Missionary Herald for May. ] 

Creyiton.—Schools.—All the native free schools except fourteen have 
been discontinued —in consequence of the embarrassments of the 
Board, no new class could be received into the Seminary in September; 
the less promising of the students dismissed, and building oper: ations 
suspended; and yet even these retrencbments afford but very partial 
relief, though they thrust five thousand children out of school. Yet 
these schools were filling the land rapidly with intelligent readers ; pre- 
paring the way for the Bible and tract distributor; securing large, at- 
tenlive, and comparatively intelligent congregations on the Sabbath ; 
bringing the children into Sabbath Schools, and the teachers into sible 
Classes every Sabbath, beside imparting strictly religious instruction 
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every day in the week. And the expense of each school is small. A 
school of forty-five boys cost the mission but $20 or #30 a year; and 
twenty of them cnly from $400 to $600. The system connects the 
missionaries closely with the people ; displaces the heathen schools, and 
divests the language of its heathen and mythological sense, and gives it 
a christian meaning. Oughtsuch a system to be relinquished? Will 
the American churches permit it? 

Mapras.—lIn this single city alone of more than four hundred thou- 
sand souls, there isa providential opening for several mission stations ; 

calls for schools of every description ; and a pressing demand for the 

scriptures and other books. Ten thousand portions of the Bible have 
been distributed. A large and efficient book manufactory is de- 
manded. 

Schools.—In August last, this mission had under its care thirteen vil- 
lages or out-schools at each of its stations; (Chintedrepettah and Ray- 
apooriiam) embracing more than six hundred children. The schools had 
been somewhat diminished by the threats and injunctions of the Cath- 
olic priests, who denounced bitter curses on all who went to them for 
instruction. 

Congregations.—At both stations, encouraging. Bible class and Sab- 
bath School in a pleasing state. Some enquiries fram among the na- 
tives have at times ap peared anxious about their souls. A considerable 
native church might be gathered at once, if the missionaries would re- 
ceive all the nominal christians, or even all the heathen who offer them- 
selves. But they prefer being too cautious, rather than too rash in 
admissions. 

“ln interesting fact.—The number of those among the English popu- 
lation of India who are decidedly pious, has much increased within a 
few years, and is still increasing. Mr. D. found two gentlemen con- 
nected with the army, and their wives, who seemed to possess piety of 
an uncommon character. 

Native Free Schools.—Under date, April 1, 1837, Mr. D. states that 
he had already established thirteen of those schools, numbering three 
hundred and forty boys and sixty girls. ‘These are frequently visited 
by the “helpers,” not only to examine, but to teach and impress on the 
pupils the truths of scripture. These ‘schools are becoming more and 
more popular; the number has since been increased to seventeen, and 
might be doubled were pecuniary —— 7 command. ‘The boarding 
school is composed of twenty boys, of from eight to ten years of 
age. 

~Romanism.—“ It is in fact only a union of the rites and ceremonies 
of heathenism, with those of popery, as seen in America; heathenism 
being predomine nt.” The Catholics are numerous in D. and in a pecu- 
liar state. ‘They seem to be generally dissatisfied with their professed 
spiritual guides ;, and convinced that their religion is corrupt. This has 
resulted from the oppression of their priests, and their exorbitant de- 
mands for compensation for every rite they perform. Fewer of them 
are able to read than the heathen. Some of them attend the religious 
services of the missionaries. These services are held at four different 
places in D. every sabbath, and there is an encouraging attendance. 

Mavvura.—Here in the fort, and the adjacent villages, were forty- 
three schools, embracing one thousand seven hundred and thirty chil- 
dren. ‘They have been disturbed in their operations, though not broken 
up, by the craft and subtlety of enemies. Evil, and of course ground- 
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less reports nave vee. pi sn circulation to prevent the attendance of 
the children. The devil never sleeps. 

Cuina.— Canton.—The foreign residents have lately come forward, 
with praiseworthy zeal, to procure a chapel, and provide it with suita- 
ble furniture, for the more respectable maintenance of public worship. 
The Bible class and two weekly prayer-meetings are continued at C. and 
Macao; and religious instruction is given to a few Chinese, as oppor- 
tunity offers. 

Mr. Bridgeman is occupied in writing for the Chinese, and editing 
the “‘ Repository.” 

Mr. Williams has resided at Macao ; engaged in printing Medhurst’s 
Dictionary; in studying the language, and translating for the Re- 
pository. 

Dr. Parker has been engaged in the duties of the Ophthalmic hospi- 
tal, with increased usefulness. The number of patients for the last 
term has been one thousand three hundred. He studies the language, 
and instructs his three medical assistants. 

Beneficent Institutions for the Chinese.—Within three years a society 
has been formed for the “ Diffusion of Useful Knowledge.” A Medi- 
cal Missionary Society is getting into operation, to patronize the Oph- 
thalmic hospital. A building has been purchased for $2,000. The 
Morrison Education Society has been organized, and has already col- 
lected a considerable sum for a library and the support of a teacher, 
when he can be procured. A Bible Society is organized at Singapore, 
and also a Temperance Society ; both of which meet with favor. 

Inp1aN ArcHiIPELAGO.—Nearly nine pages of the Herald are occu- 
pied with the journal of Rev. Mr. Dickinson, on his missionary voyage 
to the maritime parts of the countries of S. E. Asia and the adjacent 
islands, for the distribution of the scriptures and religious tracts, and to 
open the way for establishing new missions. The journal does not ad- 
mit of satisfactory abridgement within our assigned limits; and relates 
wholly to the southern part of the large Island Celebes, E. of Borneo, 
embracing much geographical and statistical information. This island 
is under the Dutch Government nominally, though many of the native 
tribes are independent. It opens a large, important and unoccupied 
field of missionary Jabor; but whether the permission of the Dutch 
Government to enter it can be obtained is doubtful. 

Recent INTELLIGENCE.—WMr. Wilson writes from Cape Palmas, S. 
Africa, that in consequence of the instructions of the Board, his two 
day schools are discontinued ; the teachers discharged ; the operations 
of the press are suspended ; and the boarding school reduced to two 
thirds. The trial is a painful one. 

Mr. Winslow writes from Madras, that nearly all the schools are sus- 
pended. ‘The English school is continued. 

Sumatra.—Mr. Ennis, of the Java Mission, has visited this Island, 
and finds it densely peopled ; highly cultivated; the inhabitants more 
civilized than those of Java, and favorable to Europeans. He thinks 
that twenty missionaries might find wide fields of Jabor immediately 

“Sumatra is waiting for many missionaries.” P 

The whole amount of donations and legacics acknowledged in this 
No. of the Herald, is $16,488 68—only one half of what it should be 
every month of the year. Suppose that every contributor to these 
funds should doubie his contributions for the year to come, would he be 
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a whit poorer in this world? Would he not be inconceivably richer in 
that world, where wealth is estimated according to the good it accom- 
plishes in Zion's e nlargement ! 

The whole number ‘of Missionarie *s on Pagan ground, in connexion 
with the various Protestant societies or boards is 797, besides 222 Eu- 
ropean and American assistants. ‘The much larger part of these are 
married men.—Boston Nec_rder. 





Boarp cr Foreign Missions or tue PrespyTeRIan Cuurcn.— 
On Thursday evening, 25th May, pursuant to arrangements, a public 
meeting was held in the Tenth Pre sbyterian Church in Phils ide! yhia, in 
behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian C hurch. 
The Rev. Samucl Miller, D. D. President of the Board, presided. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Alexander. 

A statement of the operations of the Board for the 
past year was made by the Corresponding Secretary, 
from which it appeared that the receipts of the year 
amounted to ....... ey ee See ree 
NOS OF MOL VCORE 100.0800 cece cen eese i paauicen ek 3.106 99 


Making together the sum of ...........2 eeeee: ooeee-e $48,605 61 
The expenditures for the year were........ esse eeeees 14,405 17 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury of .......... 4,200 41 
During r the year sixteen missionaries and assistant missionaries were 
sent out to the following stations: 
pO 
TO UD eencnseetntnkeseesesnsoe © 
To the Western Indians ............ 38 
The missionaries and assistants in the service of the Board are thirty- 
eight, of whom fifteen are ordained ministers of the Gospel, one a li- 
censed preacher, four teachers, and one printer, and seventeen are fe 
males, wives of the missionaries. Of these there are among the 
Western Indians eight; in Western Africa two; in North India twen- 
ty-four ; in China, three; and one on a visit to the United States. 
From various details that were given, it appears that the missions 


were generally in a prosperous condition, but all greatly in need of 


more laborers. 

Addresses were made by the Rev. Dr. Hoge, of Ohio; Rev. Pro- 
fessor Maclean, of Princeton; and the Rev. Wm. 8S. Plumer, of Vir- 
ginia. ‘The meeting was closed with prayer, and the apostolic bene- 
diction, by the Rev. Dr. Miller.— Presbyterian. 


Art. VIII. American Bible Society. 

The twenty-second anniversary of the American Bible Society was 
held on Thursday morning at the Tabernacle. The President, the Hon. 
Joun Corron Sairu, presided ; several of the Vice Presidents from va- 
rious parts of the Union were present, and many other distinguished gen- 
tlemen. The exercises of the day commenced by the reading of a por- 
tion of the Scriptures by the Rev. Dr. Humphrey ; this was followed by 
an address from the presiding officer. The report of the Treasurer was 
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read by Mr. Joseph Hyde, Treasurer pro tem., which was followed by 
the manager’s report, read by the Rev. J. C. Brigham, the corresponding 
Secretary. 

The following is an abstract of this document :— 

The report commences with an affecting notice of the decease of Joun 
Nircuir, Esq. the late lamented Treasurer, who had been a devoted ser- 
vant of the society for nineteen years. 

In the course of the year 22 new auxiliary societies have been formed 
in the different States, making the present total about 900. 
these societies are in a declining state, and made no report the 
Others are highly prosperous. 

The receipts of the year from all sources, amount to $85,676 83, being 
$4,902 less than those of the preceding year. This is a less reduction 
than was anticipated, considering the pecuniary embarrassments of the 
times. Some moneys collected in distant parts of the country have not 
yet been remitted to New York, and could not have been without a great 
loss on exchange. 

New stereotype plates have been prepared during the past year for a 
French, a Spanish and a German ‘Testament. 
nearly ready for delivery. 


Some of 
last year. 


These books are now 
A new pocket Bible of diamond type is now 
in press, and will be ready for delivery in the course of two or three 
months. 

Bibles and Testaments have been imported, to the number of 975 cop- 
ies, in Portuguese, Italian, Welsh and other foreign tongues. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments printed in the course of the year 
were, in all, 142,000 copies. The number issued amounted to 158,208 
copies, in eighteen different tongues. This number is less than that dis- 
tributed last year by some thousands. In some sections of the country, 
owing in part to the times, few orders have been made by the societies. 
The board cannot but hope that such societies will double their diligence 
the coming year. 

The entire series of the society’s reports, from the beginning, is now 
reprinting, and will be sold in one large volume at cost. 

The managers have caused a careful collation of their present Bible, 
with the first edition of King James’, in 1611. The departures are found 
to be of trivial character, relating to punctuation, Italic words, &c. 
affecting the sense. 
paralleled version. 


, hot 
The collation has increased the confidence in our un- 


Distributions of the Bibles or Testaments have been made the past 
year, not only in all our different States and Territories, but in Canada, 
Texas, Mexico, New Grenada, Brazil, at Havre in France, in Greece, 
and at the Sandwich Islands. They have also been furnished (for use ot 
the missionaries and mission schools,) to the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, to the Protestant Episcopal Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society, to the Baptist Board for Foreign Mis- 
sions, to the Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society, and to the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Board of Missions. 

The managers have paid out $17,000 towards publishing and circula- 
ting the Scriptures in foreign countries, viz: in Germany, Russia, Syria, 
Africa, Bombay, Madras, Siam, Ceylon, and the Sandwich Islands. They 
have appropriated $17,500, which they have not yet been able to pay.— 
They have requests before them for a still larger amount than the latter, 
for which no appropriation is made. It is earnestly desired that the aux- 


iliaries may ponder these facts. Fifty thousand dollars, at least, will be 
required for the foreign field next year. 
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The Board have now seven agents in the home field, and one in $y- 
ria. ‘They are earnestly entreated to send an agent to Texas, and one 
to Singapore. Inquiries are instituted for a suitable man for each station. 

In conclusion, they say, that while their labors have been temporarily 
retarded by the pecuniary embarrassment of the times, the friends of the 
Bible cause were never more numerous, and the prospects for circulating 
the word of life at home and abroad, were never brighter. They calton 
the auxiliaries to assemble their respective Boards as early as they can, 
to prosecute the work of supplying destitute families with the Bible and 
children with the New Tertament, and also to contribute as far as they 
are able, the coming year, toward the work of foreign distribution. 

Christian In‘elligencer. 


Art. 1X. Comparative Strength of Parties. 

Messrs. Editors.—As some inaccurate statements have appeared in the 
papers in relation to the number of Commissioners who seceded from 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, at its recent organi- 
zation in this city, you are respectfully requested to publish the following 
statistical statement, made up from the printed rolls of the two bodies 
now in session. The roll of the (Orthodox) Assembly, it should be sta- 
ted, embraces only the names of those delegates who were duly commis- 
sioned by Presbyteries connected with the General Assembly, and who 
placed their commissions in the hands of the clerks, in the usual way, at 
the opening of the session. The roll of the New-school body must have 
been copied, inthe main, fromthe above roll, since the greater part of the 
commissions have never been seen by the clerks of that body ; and it em- 
braces also the names of the delegates from the exscinded Synods and 
the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

Whole number of names on the roll of the (Old School) General As- 

SEMbly .... cccccccccccccccccesscccccccescccsccccccccccs SUl 
Of this number acting with the Assembly up to this time ........ 156 
Acting with neither body ....cccccccccccccccccccccccseseses & 
Leaving as the aggregate of seceders ..ceeccecccessseccsecees 60 
Whole number on the roll published by the seceding body meeting 

in the First Presbyterian Church ....ccccccccccccccescsesee 202 
Of this number from the exscinded Synods and Third Presbytery 

CH PRGRMOIIRER ccc c cece cece ccesccccccecessoscccssccesee OB 
Leaving from Presbyteries in connexion with the General Assembly 224 
From this number deduct as follows, viz: Those (named on this list) 

acting with the Orthodox General Assembly .............. 
Those acting with neither body...... cs. cece eee cece ccee cece 
The two Commissioners from the Salem Presbytery, and the two 

elders from Charleston Union, (neither of whom have been in 

the city this SCEASON) .ccesrcccccccccccccccccccscscsescses 4 


163 
There remain from Presbyteries connected with the General Assem- 
bly, to form the seceding body ........ cee cece eee scecevees Gl 
The relative strength of the two bodies, therefore, (omitting the ex- 
scinded Synods,) is, according to one roll, as 156 to 60, and ac- 
cording to the other roll, as 154 to 61; in other words, the Or- 
thodox majority, (assuming 156 and 61 to be the true numbers) is 95 
Orthodox majority over the seceding body, including the 58 in the 


CUSCINGOR BYROGS.. ccc ccvs cece cocccccececs coscessccesece, OF 
National Gazette. 
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